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Selectmen’s Meeting – November 30, 2010  
 
Present were Selectmen Nancy L. Carlson, Bruce L. Tatro and Deborah J. Davis.  Also present was Town 
Administrator Elizabeth A. Fox.   
 
Chairman Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.   
 
Financial Matters.  Selectmen reviewed and approved accounts payable and payroll manifests.   
 
Yale–Toumey Forest.  Selectmen met with Director of the Yale School of Forestry Mark Ashton and 
Yale Forest Manager Richard Campbell in response to a request from Yale seeking to discuss forest 
management operations and the methodology for calculation of timber taxes on harvests within the forest.  
Director Ashton reviewed the management practices currently utilized by Yale (Attachment #1) for 
timber harvests which occur primarily through contract sales with a vendor who has satisfied harvesting 
standards set by the University aimed at advancing long term management of its properties.  As an 
institution, they have not utilized the competitive sale method preferring to develop a long term 
relationship with a harvester aimed at improved job quality versus maximum income from any sale.  Yale 
manages its forest holdings in Connecticut, Vermont and New Hampshire providing an environment for 
research and education of its students.  Taxes, in order to give students real world learning experience, are 
voluntarily paid by the University according to Ashton.  The University proposes adjusting the 
methodology for  calculation of yield taxes for cuts occurring within the forest to utilize either the actual 
income received (under the contract sale method) or based on the estimated volume versus actual timber 
volume harvested.  Ashton advised benefits from the contract method for Yale include less management 
oversight (travel) to monitor harvests and higher utilization of timber cut increase sale volume over that 
estimated by students.  Current method of assessing yield tax and guidance provided by DRA was 
discussed.  Whether DRA guidelines would allow consideration of either method proposed by Yale will 
be investigated.   An error discovered by town staff preparing for this meeting in the assessment of one of 
Yale’s parcels (Tax Map 50 Lot 5) was reviewed.  Yale officials were advised that appropriate paperwork 
assessing the entire parcel in current use would be completed within the next week and reduce the 
outstanding property tax bills.  Ashton reviewed for Selectmen some of the history associated with the 
Yale-Toumey Forest which started off 97 years ago initially as a 500 area, then 1,000 and more recently 
(through land swaps) is now up to more than 1,500 acres.  Discussions underway and conversations with 
Yale representatives last year (focused on a planning board zoning work group’s efforts) were reviewed 
with town officials encouraging future discussions and greater communication between Yale and the 
Town.   
 
RSA 41:41-a, Conservation Easement – Tippin’ Rock Farm/Hewes Hill Conservation area.  
Following public hearings conducted on November 9 & 23, 2010 accepting testimony regarding town 
financial participation in a project aimed at securing conservation easements (to be held by the 
Monadnock Conservancy) over approximately 165 acres of property now owned by the Domina Family, 
Selectmen voted to participate in this conservation easement project committing town funds of up to 
$50,000 from the capital reserve account for conservation land acquisitions and up to $15,000 from the 
town’s conservation fund (as recommended by the Conservation Commission).  The project also 
anticipates funding from other sources including an LCHIP grant, Quabbin to Cartigan grants, the Corn-
o-meter fundraising campaign and a potential Fields Pond grant.  Value is also being contributed to the 
project by the Domina Family through a donated easement over a 79 acre parcel.    
 
Complaint, Spalthoff – 1 Davis Ave.  Selectmen reviewed the complaint filed regarding a commercial 
rental truck parked on the road.  Members referred the complaint to the police department to determine if 
parking regulations were being violated.  Whether parking of a business vehicle was precluded in the 
residence district was discussed.   
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Pending Board of Tax & Land Appeals - Tax Year 2009.  Required settlement meetings were 
conducted with taxpayers Regina Clark, Gary & Barbara Preston and Mark & Sue Bleau.   Present for 
each meeting were taxpayers, the town’s Assessing Coordinator Victoria Barlow and Town Administrator 
Beth Fox, Selectmen and Town Counsel.  Agreements to settle these cases were not reached and 
Chairman Carlson (as authorized by the Selectmen) and taxpayers executed required paperwork reporting 
back to BTLA on the meetings conducted.   
 
Consent Agenda.  Selectmen reviewed and executed the following items:   

• Correspondence to an applicant for EDAC. 
• Holiday & Holiday OT Schedules – various departments (attached).   
• Brnger – follow up correspondence.   
• Abatements: #2010-10 Tax Map 57 Lot 41 - $36, #2010-09 Tax Map 19 Lot 66-2 - $11,648. 
• Correspondence regarding payment in Lieu of Taxes, RSA 72:23-K – Page Homestead Senior 

Housing.   
• Longevity Schedule 2010.   

 
Consideration of Minutes of Meeting of 11/23/2010.  Selectmen approved as written the minutes of 
their meeting of 11/23/2010.   
 
Parking on North Grove Street.  Selectman Carlson relayed a concern expressed to her by Gail Wood 
about on street parking on this road and impacts on line of sight.  Mrs. Wood advised that “no parking” 
signs on the road had been removed several years ago when sidewalk repairs occurred.  Selectmen 
requested staff investigate the matter and report back with recommendations if warranted.   
 
Heating System – 679 West Swanzey Road.  Selectman Tatro relayed that concerns had been expressed 
to him about the systems being used to heat this building.  According to the complainant, Fire Chief 
Skantze has been involved matter and may have additional information.         
 
Sale of Surplus Town Property – Fire Department Mack Tanker.   Tatro advised he would be taking 
pictures of the truck and Selectmen authorized advertising it for sale in a specialty truck publication in 
addition to regular methods.  Samples of ads used in the past were requested by Tatro.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.   
 
Submitted by,  
 
 
Elizabeth A. Fox  
Town Administrator  
 

 
 


