Swanzey Open Space Committee
MEETING MINUTES
August 11, 2009

Members present: Jeanne Thieme, Katharine Feist, Theresa DiLuzio, Deb Crowder, Dan Zeh, acting
chair, Sara Carbonneau, Town Planner

Domina parcel, Tipping Rock Farm

Ryan Owens, Monadnock Conservancy:

OSC member agree that the Domina property is a spectacular piece, with its Tipping Rock, cliffs and
views on Hewes Hill, corn field, hayfield, well-managed forest. Deb showed photos of site walk and
Dan provided maps of the site walk and photos as well.

Discussion: Bob and Lois need to buy out siblings for conservation easement, Cheri and Chris may be
able to get financing. Easement purchase price $ 150,000 --John Newcombe concurs. Ryan feels the
price “not all that bad” considering value of the property—that only represents beyond what the
family can contribute.

MC can’t do it alone—needs town money or from individuals, OSC needs to help facilitate

LCHIP potential—new round opens Sept 1 —Oct 16 Ryan stated it was worth applying to LCHIP, but
we need a Plan B if that effort fails.

Sara stated we need to add 20k for easement costs. LCHIP will grant only 50%--to ask LCHIP for $85k.
Deb to mention project to SCC so they are aware of it and know that the conservation fund as well as
LA fund will be needed to contribute. MC will write LCHIP grant. Amount needed through fundraising
depends on results of LCIP application, not awarded until January.

Rock climbers group may be able to raise $S, small donations from corn buyers? Pledges?

Ryan thinks we should consider trying local fundraising effort to show community support, to
dedicate some town $ and talk to Concom about allocating funds

Ryan: raise community awareness and donations about the project not that different from what we
do already ; gift pyramid idea for raising local funds, different gift ranges, he thinks the visual is
effective, might solicit aid from MC members in town

Ideas- set up donation box for pledge forms for townsfolk to contribute toward easement at corn
selling site, put up poster.

Appeal to community —add more acreage to the easement, like the 75 acres, so total easement
would be more like 165 acres.

Call Ryan to start process, LCHIP and talk to Dominas about contributing more land, do a poster for
corn field pledges, maybe have special meeting to plan more activities.

NOTE: no formal action can be initiated until MC Board of Directors approves the project.

Planning will continue to move ahead.

Brainstorm meeting on Thursday, August 13 at 4:30, Town Hall.

Johnson Easement—subject to Planning Board approval for 2 lots 1 acre + each, subdivided on
Corey Pond Rd./Old Richmond Rd.
Celebration party on Sept. 26

OSC vacancies: need 2 new at- large members, positions need approval by Selectmen, then openings

can be posted. Two residents have expressed interest in joining.
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Letter to Yale School of Forestry: OSC approves letter by Deb—outreach to Yale for future meeting
to discuss conservation options for the forest.

Yale PB Workgroup: need another member from OSC —Theresa will attend meeting on Aug 18 at
4pm.

Thank you cards to Paul Thomas, Bob and Lois Domina and Cheri and Chris Domina written and
signed.

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Deb Crowder, Secretary Pro Tem
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