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Swanzey Open Space Committee 
Minutes for 1‐14‐2011 

Submitted by Katherine Feist 
 

Attending:  Deb Crowder, Theresa DiLuzio, Jeanne Thieme, Katherine Feist, Sara Carbonneau, Sharon 
Greatbatch, Beverly Bernard, Paula Shank (visiting), Betsy Braden  
 

Domina easement
• will be finished by end of Feb per Ryan 

Letter to thank Con Com for their help in preserving open space –Jeanne 10min 
• see letter attached  
• Deb will deliver the letter 

Estimate from Anne re: Tolman project  where do we get our funds for this? 
Jeanne,Sara10 mins. 
Discussion about funding‐ 

Land acquisition Acct‐ takes 2 public hearings and approval that takes 6 weeks. 

• Con Com acct‐ (funds come from current use tax)  
• A motion was made to ask Con com for up to $12,150‐ motion Katherine Feist, 2nd Judith 

Hilderbradt – Deb will present the idea to them at their next meeting. 

2010 OSC report 
• Sara will attach modified report to these minutes 
• Motion to accept the report: Judy H 2nd Bev 

 

Planning for 2011  60 mins.–everyone 
 

Trail maps were discussed‐ 
•  Sharon & Ken are going to make boxes to put maps in 
• A Honey Hill map is in progress 

Approval/Corrections last meeting minutes 
Minutes were approved‐ motion Feist‐ 2nd Braden 
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Our schedule 

• April 23rd Road Side cleanup by ConCom 
• April 20th Easement Celebration‐ Kath, Jeanne, Sharon 

‐kath invitations, 
‐food‐ Tiffany & Michael‐ $325‐ Jeanne will call them 
‐ baskets‐ Sharon  Domina&Tolman?? (mugs, soap, cards, eggs, ) 
‐  

• Early May – Con Com canoe trip 
• Old Home Day 3rd weekend of July16– Banner? Photos tee shirts 
• Sept – Walk for the Animals –Judy 
• Monadnock Homecoming 
• Fall Hike with Bev October 

 

• Deb will talk to Con Com about us helping with the trails 
 

• More ideas‐ 
 
Spring Comes to Swanzey‐  
Garden plot, plant a tree, field behind the Grange‐ at the school‐ corn roast,  

• Ike plow row‐ kids plant corn‐ Ag kids might be able help  
Betsy, Deb & Theresa 

•  
• Celebration for the animals‐ goats or Star & Bright oxen (Jeanne will call Christine & Scott) scavenger 

hunt? Kath,  
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•  
Think about which projects you would like to embrace? Expand on - ? 

 

Hikes 

- experiencing the lands that the OSC has helped to conserve. 

 - focus on kids - scavenger hunts, etc.  

- building stories. - telling stories. - Could there by a children’s event with storytelling 
by Mike Johnson or Bob Domina or Lewis Kibler for e.g? 

- exposure to farms, fields and animals.  

Could we incorporate Star, Bright, Ike and our newest 4 legged members - Meg and 
Beth into some kind of celebration. The oxen are the Ambassadors of Open Space 
Protection. What role could Meg and Beth play? How can we tie them in to the 
Swanzey Open Space Committee. I see little goat plushies in our future.:) 

 

Celebrations 

- Not only celebrate those who have put conservation easements on the land, but 
celebrate and promote the benefits to the Town. 

Some ideas~ 

 * Easement Celebration - How can we make it more available to the 
 Swanzey Community? More inclusive? How can we cut down on costs? 

 * Birthday Party in May? For Star, Bright, Ike, Meg, Beth???? Others? 

 * Fall Harvest Hike -maybe designed after the Conservancy’s nice affair  at 
TRF? 

 * Scavenger Hunts for children at Mike’s (maybe a bit overwhelming) or on a 
protected piece? Or at the birthday party? 

 * What other kind of celebrations could we have that would involve the town 
similar to our Cornomeeter unveiling? With the wonderful turn out that we had I have 
to wonder if the community is yearning for that type of event? 

 * What about a bonfire to celebrate....? (I know some experts in this field who 
could help us build and control one :) ) 
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 *Could we help the ConCom clear trails and have a bonfire with the brush we 
take out? 

 *How do want to participate and celebrate Old Home Days? The Old 
Homestead? 

 

Trail Mails & Promotion of Conserved Lands 

- Trail maps of Honey Hill, TRF, Mt. Cresson & Mt. Caesar. (To date: Dan has 
completed a Honey Hill trail map and Monadnock Conservancy is working on a 
trail map of TRF) 

 

 

 

Greater Collaboration with Conservation Commission (as well as other Town 
Boards and Committees) 

* Be active participants/supports in roadside clean-up, Canoe the Ashuelot and other 
Con Com activities. Ask the Con Com how we can help them ? Let them know we are 
willing to help but we need dates in advance so we can plan and organize ourselves. 

 

* Joint meetings with EDAC, Planning Board, Preservation Society, Board of 
Selectmen, etc.  

I have noticed that as the OSC has gained popularity in town, publicity on our projects 
and praise for our processes of open space protection etc. more Town Board members 
are showing up at these events. (Maybe it is becoming more “cool” to attend our 
increasingly popular events?)  

How can we incorporate our activities with these boards? Be more user friendly to 
them?  

 

DiLuzio discussed the Grange building (located across the street from Town Hall) and 
whether the OSC could assist the Preservation Society in promoting awareness of their 
restoration project by utilizing the building. DiLuzio also wondered if there was a way 
that the OSC and the Preservation Society could partner on a grant application. It was 
suggested that members of the Preservation Society come to an OSC meeting to 
discuss their project and future goals. 
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• Stan & Eileen would like to come to our next meeting. 
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