
Selectmen’s Meeting – October 3, 2007 
 
Present were Selectmen Bruce L. Tatro, Nancy L. Carlson and Deborah J. Davis.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Elizabeth Fox.   
 
Chairman Tatro called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.   
 
Financial Matters.  Selectmen reviewed and approved accounts payable and payroll 
manifests.   
 
Citizen Concerns.  Bob Secord met with Selectmen expressing concerns about increases 
in recent years in crimes (vandalism and thefts) at his business location on Route 10 and 
his concerns related to prosecution of a theft which occurred a few years ago.  Although 
the perpetrators were caught, confessed and were ordered and paid restitution, he did not 
receive full restitution because SRO Kassotis failed to turn in to the courts a list that 
included all of the items stolen.  More than $600 worth of coins and $3,000 in merchandise 
were not included as part of the court’s restitution order because this information was not 
provided to the court.  The department’s file includes a list of the coins stolen but does not 
include a list of other merchandise.  Mr. Secord advised he had contacted SRO Kassotis 
repeatedly at MRHS and since he left employment with the Town in Fitzwilliam but he has 
been unresponsive.  Mr. Secord paid his consignment dealers for the value of the items that 
were stolen and because they were not included in the restitution he sustained a financial 
loss.  In addition, after prosecution he discovered a few more items were missing that he 
feels were stolen at that time including a wristwatch and his wallet which had been in his 
desk.  He feels something should be done about that loss.  Selectmen queried whether 
recovery could still be through the court or whether Mr. Secord could seek recovery 
through insurance.  Board members advised they would follow up with Chief Busick and 
advise Mr. Secord of the outcome of those discussions.   
 
LGC Conference.  Selectmen advised they would be unable to attend the annual meeting 
in Manchester.   
 
Cheshire Fair Annual Meeting.  Selectmen expressed their regrets that they would be 
unable to attend the annual meeting due to prior commitments.   
 
Carpenter Home.  Selectmen were advised that the home had been issued its annual 
license and that the required inspection report was deficiency free for the 2nd year in a row.  
Selectmen authorized replacement of floors in 2 rooms while there is a vacancy in a private 
room that allows residents to be moved around.   
 
Carlton Road Extension.  Information from engineers advising a retaining wall would be 
required to stabilize this road was shared with Selectmen.   
 
Recycling Center.  Selectmen met with Solid Waste Manager David Krisch and Assistant 
Manager Stephen Stewart who reviewed information compiled to date regarding the 
department’s current location and facility.  Analysis and research has been conducted to 
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look at future department needs and staff has visited other facilities.  Information on 
facilities in Lee and Barnstead was shared with Selectmen.  How a new facility might be 
accommodated at the center’s current location was reviewed.  Krisch requested Selectmen 
authorize contracting with an engineering consultant to assist the town in preparing initial 
plans for a new facility to review with NHDES.  After reviewing the contacts staff had 
with several engineering firms and proposals received, Selectmen authorized entering into 
an agreement with Weston & Sampson (as outlined in their proposal dated 8/27/2007) for 
Phase 1 services at an estimated cost of $4,950 to be funded as recommended by Krisch 
from the Capital Reserve Fund for Recycling Center Improvements.   
 
Hackler Drive.  DPW Director Dunham reviewed with Selectmen the existing drainage on 
Hackler Drive – see attached map – and the cost to the town if water was to be prevented 
from crossing the road through the culvert that carries it towards the Waters property and 
Route 32.  Past discussions between Dunham and Mr. Waters and those reported by 
Waters with prior Selectmen were reviewed.  Cost to re-route the water keeping on the side 
of the road that would eventually dump it on to the Mt. View Cemetery are estimated by 
Dunham at $1,500 to $2,000.  A culvert would need to be installed at the Durling driveway 
and the ditch line armored from that driveway to the cemetery.  After discussion, 
Selectmen deferred action requesting staff conduct additional investigation into what plans, 
deeds and easements might be in effect for the subdivision.   
 
Public Hearing – RSA 674:4-1 Acceptance of a Dedicated Street as a Town Highway, 
Kendall Lane.  Chairman Tatro called the public hearing to order at 7:36 p.m. reading the 
public notice provided.  Several property owners along the proposed town highway were 
present.  Placement of top coat on the street will occur between May and July 1, 2008 in 
accordance with the development agreement.   Whether it was feasible to change the name 
of the road was discussed.  Selectmen and Tax Collector Ruth Snyder advised that it would 
not be easy to do so at this point as documents, deeds, survey plans etc. had been recorded 
with the name of Kendall Lane.  Dunham advised that the road was constructed to his 
satisfaction and indicated he would be putting signage on Eaton Road to indicate that there 
was an intersecting street ahead.  The school bus company has also requested some bus 
stop warning signs for that area.  Whether the flare at the intersection of Eaton Road could 
be widened when the top coat of pavement was placed was also discussed.  Dunham 
advised he would investigate whether it was feasible.  The public hearing was closed at 
7:58 p.m.  Selectmen voted, 2-0-1 (Tatro abstaining) to accept as a town maintained 
highway the dedicated street shown on the survey plan as Kendall Lane accepting and 
authorizing recording of the deed from Croteau and Johnson conveying the right of way to 
the Town.   
 
Public Hearing – RSA 31:95-b Accepting and Expending grant awards and other 
unanticipated funds that have become available.  Selectman Tatro opened the public 
hearing reading the hearing notice provided.  No testimony was received.  The public 
hearing was closed.  Selectmen voted, pursuant to RSA 31:95-b to accept and expend grant 
awards and other unanticipated funds that have become available from Homeland Security 
for a repeater, police and fire special details and Entergy Corporation to improve the rail 
trail connecting Swanzey and Keene. 
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West Swanzey Sidewalk Committee.  Selectman Carlson queried on the status of items 
discussed with the Sidewalk Committee on 9/18/2007.  Dunham advised that brush had 
been cut in the area of the Denman Thompson homestead and that he had received that day 
a quote from Fairfield’s for a sidewalk tractor.   
 
MRSD Officials Meeting.  Selectmen reviewed the agenda proposed by Dr. Dassau for 
the upcoming meeting advising that the time allotted to meet would be hard pressed to 
accommodate the items listed and they deferred suggestion of additional topics.   
 
Mill K Project.  Selectmen reviewed a request from James Phippard to extend the Phase 1 
deadline in the agreement between the Town and Mr. & Mrs. Legere from November 2007 
to November 2008 requesting a meeting be scheduled with Mr. Phippard to discuss the 
proposed extension.   
 
Turn around area – Page Court.  Selectmen reviewed a plat prepared by SVE illustrating 
the proposed turnaround area.  DPW Director Dunham has advised that area proposed will 
satisfy the DPW’s maintenance requirements.  Selectmen requested SVE to complete and 
record the mylar so that the necessary easement can be prepared and conveyed to the town.     
 
Heating Oil Bids.  After revision of bid terms by Roy Bros., Selectmen reconsider 
awarding the towns 2007-2008 Heating Season contract voting to award the contract to 
Cheshire Oil.   
 
Fire Department.  Selectmen met with Fire Chief Bob Symonds reviewing proposed 
position descriptions for station and prevention captains suggesting several revisions.  
After amendments discussed are incorporated, Selectmen will review the drafts again.   
 
Land Use Change Tax.  Selectmen reviewed sales information and set the market value of 
a lot on Woodland Heights Drive acquired by P. & S. Whittemore at $70,000.  The penalty 
will by $7,017 (including recording fee).   
 
HB 790.  The employer and employee cost implications of HB 790 were reviewed.  Staff 
advised they expected to have a policy for its implementation for the board’s consideration 
on 10/17.   
 
Home Occupation Applications.  Selectmen approved the uses outlined in applications 
from Crowe and Lowe approving them as qualifying as home occupations.   
 
Minutes of Previous Meetings.  Selectmen approved as written minutes of their meeting 
of September 19, 2007.   
 
Other matters.  Selectmen reviewed concerns expressed by Mrs. Glidden executing 
correspondence responding.   
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RSA 72:37-a, Exemptions for Improvements to Assist Persons with Disabilities.  
Selectmen reviewed the statute and information provided by M. & T. Davis requesting an 
exemption of assessed value for the deck on the back side of their home as an improvement 
to assist persons with disabilities.  Access to the deck for someone with disabilities under 
this statute would be through the home as accessed is not available from the yard.  
Selectmen did not note any features that made this deck different from any other deck or 
that distinguished it as one with particular features benefiting someone who requires the 
use of special aids to propel themselves.  Selectmen voted to deny the application seeking 
to exempt the assess value of the deck.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.   
 
Submitted by,  
 
 
Elizabeth A. Fox  
Town Administrator  
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