
Selectmen’s Meeting – October 24, 2007 
 
Present were Selectmen Bruce L. Tatro, Nancy L. Carlson and Deborah J. Davis.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Elizabeth Fox.   
 
Chairman Tatro called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.   
 
Financial Matters.  Selectmen reviewed and approved accounts payable and payroll 
manifests.   
 
Monadnock Regional School District Payment Schedule.  Selectmen reviewed and 
approved a payment schedule for the district’s apportionment beginning in November and 
running through June 2008 – Attachment #1.   
 
Joint Meeting – Swanzey Selectmen and Monadnock Regional School District 
Officials.  Selectmen met with Dr. Dassau, Dr. Hodgdon, School Board members Ken 
Colby, Gene White, Jane Fortson, Jon Kenyon, Colleen Dreyfuss and William Felton, 
School Budget Committee members Jen Gomarlo, Eric Stanley and Wayne Lechlider.  
Also present was MRHS Principal Joe Smith, MRMS Principal Linda Sutton, SRO James 
Fisher, Mt. Caesar Principal Betty Tatro, Police Chief Rich Busick and EMD Bruce 
Bohannon.  The group’s discussion focused on topics included in the agenda compiled for 
the evening as annotated – Attachment #2.   
 
Ashuelot Rail Trail TE Project.  Selectmen met with Project Manager Bruce Bohannon 
reviewing a draft agreement between the Town and City for this joint project – Attachment 
#3.  The project’s schedule and determining the representation of the committee from 
Swanzey was discussed.  Selectmen advised that the draft was satisfactory to the board 
requesting it be forwarded to the City Council for its consideration.    The Mill K project 
and Selectmen’s concurrence with an extension request allowing until November 1, 2008 
to complete Phase I work was discussed with Bohannon querying whether work on the 
actual Mill K piece (which he thought was at final grade) could be completed this year.  
Need for an access permit from the Mill K parcel to the rail trail was discussed.  Phippard 
has been advised that it will be required.   
 
Fire Department.  Selectmen met with Fire Chief Bob Symonds and Deputy Fire Chief 
Mick Sanchez discussing department matters.  The schedule for development of SOG’s 
was discussed with Selectmen concurring with the recommendation from the department’s 
chief officers that the start point for that timetable be based on the date by which the 
captains positions recruitment is completed.   
 
Public Hearing – Buffum Auto Parts Junkyard License Application.  Selectmen Tatro 
called the public hearing to order at 8:10 p.m. reading the notice provided.  Present at the 
hearing was Franklin Buffum Sr. and Franklin Buffum Jr. Selectmen reviewed the 
application and map provided querying the applicant on several points relative to the 
boundaries of the junk yard.  No public testimony was received.  Selectman Tatro closed 
the public hearing at 8:20 p.m.   
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FEMA April 2007 - Carlton Road Extension Project.  Selectmen met with DPW 
Director Lee Dunham reviewing a memo detailing background information related to this 
project and expected costs and how they might be shared and putting forth his 
recommendations the section of road be formally named Carlton Road and that the board 
proceed with an “improved project” resulting in a road that is 20’ wide.  Anticipated costs 
to the town associated with the FEMA funded portion (75% of actual cost) of the repair 
and whether the state would be participating (12.5% of actual cost) was discussed.  
Estimated costs to widen the road, which would be borne by the town, of between $50,000 
and $75,000 were discussed.  What sources the town might be available to fund the FEMA 
portion (estimated to cost the town between $25,000 & $50,000 were discussed.  Impacts 
of funding the work from the road reconstruction expendable trust were reviewed.  
Accident information on the existing intersections of Carlton Road Extension and Webber 
Hill and Flat Roof Mill Roads was requested.  Action on the matter was deferred.   
 
Industrial Development.  Selectmen met with Greg Johnson who expressed interest, on 
behalf of clients, in sites for such uses within the town.  The industrial park district and TIF 
financing to assist with infrastructure improvements in the revenue district were discussed.  
Needs for sewer, three phase power and water were reviewed.  Whether the extension of 
roads and utilities to the Collier property might be funded under the existing bond 
authorization was discussed.  Mr. Johnson suggested the town met with Michael Bergeron 
of DRED to review opportunities and the tools available to encourage industrial 
development in our town.   
 
Rocktoberfest.  A public event, occurring without a permit, the previous weekend at 138 
Pine Street was reviewed.  Selectmen were provided with an email from an abutter and 
advised that the Police Department would be issuing a report for the board’s consideration.  
Options to enforce requirements that these events be permitted by Selectmen will be 
investigated.   
 
Monadnock Regional School District Special Election – Surry Withdrawal.  Selectmen 
discussed the upcoming district election and their concerns about low voter participating 
and lack of information to assist voters in their evaluation of the issue.  Selectmen 
requested staff draft, for their review at Saturday’s workshop meeting, a letter to the editor 
encouraging voters to education themselves on the impacts of Surry’s proposed withdrawal 
and participate in this special election.   
 
Thompson Bridge Lights.  The board discussed their consensus that lighting on the 
bridge needs to be reduced requesting that the DPW develop for their consideration a plan 
to implement that consensus.   
 
Minutes of Selectmen’s Meeting of October 17, 2007.  Selectmen reviewed and 
approved the minutes of their meeting of 10/17/2007 2-0-1 (Selectman Carlson 
abstaining).   
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Correspondence, Permits and other matters.  Selectmen considered and executed the 
following:   

• Abatement application #2006-04, New assessment $ 587,300 – refund $199.90.   
• Abatement application #2006-1, New assessment $ 279,200 – refund $32.34.   
• Letter accepting with regret the resignation of Conservation Commission alternate 

Arthur Whipple.   
• Notice of Hearing – RSA 41:14-a, Kilber/Gill Conservation Easements.   
• Property Tax Warrant #2007-2, $ 5,078,881.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 10 p.m.   
 
Submitted by,  
 
 
Elizabeth A. Fox  
Town Administrator  
 
 
 
 
 

Selectmen’s Meeting 10 24 2007 as amended 
Page 3 of 3 


