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SWANZEY ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT SITE VISIT 
NOVEMBER 7, 2009  

 
Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Board.  Review and approval of 

minutes generally takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Keith Thibault, Charlie Beauregard, Jerry Walker, Bill Hutwelker. Town Planner 
Sara Carbonneau also was present.  
     Vice Chairman Thibault called the meeting to order and opened the public 
hearing at 9:00 a.m. Thibault stated that the meeting was a continuation of the 
public hearing begun on October 19, 2009.  
 
CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC HEARING (AREA VARIANCE APPLICATION)  
Applicant: BLM Contracting, LLC 
Property owner: View Point Cooperative, Inc. (VPC) 
Property location: 93 California Brook Road     Tax Map 73, Lot 22 
Zoning District(s): Rural/Agricultural District  
Request: Area variance from Section IV.A. to permit the operation of a 
contracting business providing landscaping, construction and painting services.  
 
Representing the application: Austin Reida and Joseph Blount. Petra Blount 
also was present. 
Abutters present: View Point Cooperative Board member Gale Shelley; Lee 
Kennedy. 
 
DISCUSSION 
     Reida and Blount oriented ZBA members to existing and proposed features 
of the site. ZBA members acknowledged View Point Cooperative uses of the 
northerly portion of the lot, including stormwater retention in a former farm 
pond, gravel parking area, scrap metal storage area, wood chip and brush pile, 
pump house building (housing VPC utilities), and office space in half of the 
metal-sided building proposed for shared use with BLM. Members noted that 
access to the parcel is directly off California Brook Road. 
 
Existing features proposed for use by BLM: 

• A covered 3-sided enclosure for road sand/salt. (Reida and Blount stated 
that they hoped to eventually construct a second salt shed.) 

• Half of an existing 40’ x 40’ metal-sided structure, proposed for storage of 
tools and materials, with a small, unstaffed office space. 

• The portion of the gravel parking area to the south of the metal-sided 
structure. In this area, Reida and Blount stated that no more than ten 
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vehicles and/or pieces of equipment would be stored on site at any given 
time, including but not limited to pick-up trucks, dump trucks, skid 
steer, snow plows, tractor attachments, and trailers. 

• Dumpster 
• Fence, screening the parcel from California Brook Road 

 
Features proposed for installation or use by BLM: 

• A gate to control entry into the area 
• Landscaping of ornamental shrubs and sections of groundcover on the 

California Brook Road side of the security fence 
• A replacement fence to screen the lot from abutters at Tax Map 73 Lot 22-

95. Reida and Blount stated that the abutting property owners supported 
re-building of the deteriorated fence. 

• Two materials storage structures, each sized to contain a maximum of 20 
yards of bark mulch/mulch in one structure, and loam/compost in the 
second structure. Reida and Blount stated that these materials would be 
delivered by a tri-axle and would not be used as the primary source of 
mulch or loam at jobs; typically, these materials are delivered directly to 
the job site.   

• An on-site septic system (State approval has been granted) to serve two 
proposed bathrooms in the existing structure. One bathroom is proposed 
to be accessible to VPC members, and the second bathroom is proposed 
for use by BLM employees. 

 
Reida stated that BLM has 7 employees, not including Reida and Blount. Reida 
stated that is was possible that some of the employees may leave their vehicles 
on the premises. However, Reida stated that employees typically drive directly 
to the off-site customers’ properties. 
 
Reida and Blount stated that no mechanical maintenance of equipment would 
be conducted at the site. Hours of business operation would be from 7:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., except during client emergencies or during storm events. The 
sand/salt supply at the VPC would be used primarily on roads within VPC; 
BLM employees would pick up sand/salt for other clients directly from the 
supplier. Reida stated that, in case of emergency, the sand/salt supply on the 
premises may be used for clients off-site. 
 
For presentation at the November 16 continuation of the public hearing, 
Thibault encouraged Reida and Blount to prepare a written inventory of pieces 
of equipment that likely would be stored on-site. Thibault asked the applicants 
to provide a copy of the terms of the lease or contract between BLM and VPC. 
Those present acknowledged the applicants’ receipt of a November 2, 2009 
letter from Carbonneau requesting the equipment list, as well as a formal 
record of the vote of VPC members approving the lease arrangement with BLM. 
Hutwelker asked the applicants to be prepared to justify the proposed 
expansion of use. 
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Determining that there were no further questions, Thibault concluded the site 
visit at 9:43 a.m., noting that the public hearing is continued to the November 
16, 2009 meeting of the ZBA, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Victoria Reck Barlow, 
Recording Secretary 


