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Selectmen’s Meeting – September 28, 2010 
 
Present were Selectmen Nancy L. Carlson, Bruce L. Tatro and Deborah J. Davis.  Also present was 
Town Administrator Elizabeth A. Fox.   
 
Chairman Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.   
 
Financial Matters.  Selectmen reviewed and approved accounts payable and payroll manifests.   
 
Citizens Concerns.   
1 Cobble Hill Rd.  Selectman Carlson delivered a letter from John and Charlotte Jardine expressing 
concern about sidewalk work and a drain adjacent to their home at 1 Cobble Hill Road.  Selectmen 
requested copies of the letter be sent to the Sidewalk Committee and DPW Director Dunham 
requesting they investigate and advise whether corrective action would be taken.   
 
Christian Life Fellowship.  Pastor David Berman and Elders from the Church met with Selectmen.  
Pastor Berman advised that the church wanted to be part of our community but that they needed to 
express concerns about the process and their dealings with the Town as they have worked to add a 
building to their property located at 211 Whitcomb Road.  He reviewed the land use process for the 
project requiring approval first by the Zoning Board of Adjustment and then Planning Board.  
Following planning board approval, they had thought they were good to go but then the fire chief got 
involved in reviewing the project and things began to move very slowly.  In August before leaving for 
an extended period, Berman met at the site with the chief who advised he would provide a list of what 
was needed.  Berman returned middle of September and the list had not been provided.  While Pastor 
Berman was away another church member responsible for the project called at least 2 times to the 
station leaving messages for the chief but did not receive a return call.  Today, Pastor Berman expects 
because the chief knew they were complaining to Selectmen, the list was finally received.  Berman 
expressed his concern that the chief’s verbal communications to him had not always been 
professional and had felt condescending.  
 
Creation in Stone, Tax Map 72 Lot 50.  Selectmen expressed pleasure that the problem with 
property run off crossing the road had been addressed requesting a  note of thanks be sent to the 
owner.   
 
Cheshire County Apportionment.  Information regarding the town’s 2010 County Apportionment 
which was set at $1,753,469 for 2010 was received this week.  This year’s apportionment is 5.1% 
higher that the 2009 apportionment for Swanzey.  Overall, the amount to be raised county wide in 
taxes increased 6% (from $21,174,082 to $22,452,755).   
 
Landscaping Security – Sevene Site Plan.  Selectmen were advised that the Planning Board voted 
to extend the security held as requested by Selectmen, until 8/31/2010. 
 
Proposed Winchester Asphalt Plant.  Notice of a joint Winchester Planning Board/ZBA hearing set 
for Thursday, 10/7 at 7 p.m. regarding the proposed plant was in Saturday’s paper.  Notice was also 
provided to the town.   

 
Scheduling of Public Hearing – RSA 31:95-b, Coplogic Reporting System Grant.  Selectmen 
approved proceeding to hearing on the grant award.   
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RSA 674:41 I(d), Review of opinion requested from Town Counsel.  Selectmen deferred 
discussion of the opinion received allowing, as requested, an opportunity for the applicant to review 
counsel’s letter and seek an additional legal opinion.   
   
Taxes eligible for Deeding, Tax Map 73 Lot 6.  Selectmen discussed the police activity at this 
property and arrests in the past week.  Selectmen requested the tax collector initiate the tax deeding 
process for this parcel.   
 
Lining of Streets.  Selectmen reviewed two quotes for lining of several town streets including Eaton 
Road and Matthews Road.  Selectmen approved awarding the lining work to L & D in accordance 
with the terms included in their proposal dated 9/27/2010. 
 
4 Corners – West Village (Main/Railroad/Christian Hill/Homestead).  Selectman Carlson advised 
Dunham  that one of the bridge project detour signs blocked driver’s view of  the STOP sign.   
 
Thompson Covered Bridge.  Material pricing (white oak) for replacement of portions of the bridge 
deck was provided to the board by Dunham.  The runner plank portion of the deck, put down in 1993, 
needs replacement.  The balance of the deck is in good condition.  Work would be performed by town 
forces following receipt of materials in late October.  Funding source for the project proposed was the 
covered bridges capital reserve fund.  Selectman approved the project as presented.  Re-working of 
the lights, cleaning of the bridge and perhaps painting will be considered too.    The project to reduce 
scour threat to the bridge is expected to be complete within the next 10 or so days.   
 
Slate Bridge.  Weight of school buses and whether they exceed the 15 ton posted limit was discussed.   
 
Hammond Tomb Proposal.  Selectmen reviewed a proposal from Dunham for repair of this family 
tomb located in the Mt. Caesar Cemetery.  Selectmen approved completing the repairs as outlined 
awarding the work to the lower cost vendor Willette Masonry.   
 
Scheduling of public hearing to complete dedication and acceptance of C L Lane and Woodland 
Heights Drive (Phase IIa & Phase IIb).  Selectmen discussed scheduling of a hearing to accept the 
dedicated streets prior to expiration of the letter of credit 10/23/2010.  Dunham advised he had some 
concerns regarding whether the construction was satisfactory advising that there were several areas of 
edge cracking on both roads that needed to be addressed.   
 
Page Court Closure.  Dunham advised he was still looking to develop ideas for how to formally and 
attractively landscape the closed portion of this road.  Selectmen suggested he talk with Bud Winsor 
to get ideas complementing the work completed around some of the college buildings supervised by 
Mr. Winsor.   
 
Position Description.  Selectmen reviewed and approved a position description for a part time deputy 
town clerk.   
 
Update – Fire Suppression Homestead Woolen Mill.  Fox reviewed with Selectmen the impacts of 
dam removal which has apparently eliminated the water source for the mill’s fire pump and 
discussions with the mill owner last week about whether the town had plans to construct a municipal 
water system in the village.  Fox advised past discussion had focused on the possible acquisition of 
the private water company and that relative to fire suppression the town had deferred investment into 
the network on the east side of the river so it could assess how dam removal might impact available 
water source for a system.   
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Authorization to participate in ETAP through SWRPC.   ETAP is an energy technical assistance 
program (funded through ARRA) which will provide an internet based tool to assess energy usage 
and technical assistance identifying energy improvements in town facilities.  There is no direct cost to 
the town for the technical assistance.  Selectmen authorized participation by the town designating Fox 
to sign documents necessary.   
 
Cheshire TV.  Re-appointment of the town’s representative on the Board of Directors (annual 
appointment) prior to 10/18 is required.  The position has been posted and the current representative 
will be queried to determine if he wishes to serve.   
 
Budget Schedule 2011.  Selectmen reviewed and approved a schedule for preparation of Budget 
2011.   

 
Consent Agenda.  Selectmen reviewed and approved the following consent agenda items:   

• Veterans Day 2010 – letter to John Brown.   
• Permit to Trap – A. Whipple (Tax Map 57 Lot 124, Tax Map 38 Lot 22 & Tax Map 33 Lot 

19) authorizing Carlson to sign.   
• Nomination of David Cairns to serve as a member of EDAC.   

 
Town Hall computer and customer service systems.  Selectmen suggested investigation of several 
items including debit transactions and whether it was feasible to provide remote access to the town’s 
accounting systems to departments.   
 
Minutes of previous meeting – September 21, 2010.  Selectmen approved the public and non-public 
minutes of their meeting of 9/21/2010.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.   
 
Submitted by,  
 
 
Elizabeth A. Fox  
Town Administrator  
 
 
 
   


