Swanzey Conservation Commission
MEETING MINUTES
August 11, 2009

Members present: Mike Morrison, Bob Goodrich, Paul Daniello, Gary Coburn, Deb Crowder,
Steve Stepenuck, Michael Day, chairman
Absent: Jane Johnson

1. Discussions of reports of related committees:
i. SWRPC: Mike didn’t go to the meeting, nor did Gary, no news

ii. ARLAC: river sampling next week on 8-18. Barbara Skuly reminded of need to pay DES
for previous river sampling , may need authorization (an invoice) in order to pay? Michael
did submit request to Theresa to pay recently.

iii. OSC: Deb reported about progress of Domina property conservation easement
discussions with Ryan Owens of Monadnock Conservancy. Shared photos from site walk on
Hewes Hill (also photos of Walt Calkins and Stanley Earle on recent Mt. Caesar hike).
Reported that Johnson Easement should be finalized in September.

iv. Growing our Own: no news
v. Stewards of Mt Caesar: SCC paid $62.26 towards gate expenses on Mt Caesar trail.

vi. Yale Forest Planning Board Working Group: Deb shared letter to be sent to Yale School
of Forestry personnel as outreach for a future meeting to discuss conservation options for
the forest. The SCC and OSC may have a joint meeting for this purpose.

vii: Treasury report: see above, 1.v.
2. Unfinished Business

a. Homestead Dam Removal permit issued July 22 by DES Wetlands Bureau.
Date for dam removal soon, exact date unknown

3. New Business

a. Applications and Permits:

i. Shoreland Permit Application TML 36/10 201 Old Homestead Highway (former
Cheshire Signs).
Driveway new 1400 sq ft impact, need permit because they are within 250’ of the reference
line (unnamed stream, outflow from Wilson Pond,) to expand existing driveway and parking
area, add retaining wall.
From 16 to 18% impervious cover, between 50 to 150 ft of reference line. No wetland
impacts.



ii. Shoreland Permit Application TML 46/6, Camp Squanto, Swanzey Lake (discussion
delayed to allow a guest to speak)

b. Mill K Invasive species report---Grace Lilly reporting about invasive species and weeds
growing on site that was supposed to have been seeded with bio-diverse plantings. Grace
continued with other complaints: silt fences still not removed, road washing out. Knot weed
and purple loosestrife becoming established in areas. Canoe access has poor visability. Ben
Crawford’s plantings may be too small to see easily still. Grace mentioned bio-controls, bugs
that attack these invasives. Not certain if Legere has fulfilled all of his obligations to stabilize
site. SCC discussed the use of herbicides (glyphosate) on knotweed sprigs. Paul stated it is
very effective on knotweed but will need successive applications.

Action: Michael will call Jim Phippard to ask about completing restoration of the Mill K site.
Michael and other members plan to visit site soon to apply glysophate to knotweed. Grace
was invited to attend, to point out locations, but she declined.

a.ii: Camp Squanto: Shoreland Application permit TM/46/6. Not much discussion, project
has been reviewed previously.

c: Projects

i. Mt. Cresson trailwork: Steve to record trail walk/ discussion/recommendations with Bob
Spoerl to guide project. Mike M. volunteered to try torecruit a MRHS student for trailwork as
a senior project. Plan for trail work in the fall —start on Sept.19 Sat. 9 am.

ii: Let’s Go Fishing
Mike will schedule with Karena Walsh, to held this year at MRHS, idea to set up 2 programs,
to include an ice-fishing session and a regular fishing session.
June & July minutes accepted.

Ajourned at 9:10

Respectfully submitted,
Deb Crowder, Secretary Pro Tem



