Swanzey Conservation Commission,
Swanzey, NH
April 4, 2011

The April meeting of the SCC at the Town Hall opened at 4:10 p.m. by Bob Goodrich,
Vice Chair, in the absence of Michael Day, Chair. Those present were Stephen
Stepenuck, Deb Crowder, Gary Coburn, Theresa Dil.uzio and Jane Johnson.

The first item on the agenda was an application from Thomas Swanzey Real Estate LLC
for the proposed renovation of and addition to an existing building on Route 10. Said
property would house Valley Tractor and provide tractor sales and minor service. The
existing building footprint is of 2400 sq.ft., the addition would be 200 sq. ft making a total
of 2600 sq. ft.

There will be a public hearing at the Swanzey Town Hall on April 28, 2011. The SCC
needs to respond to Sara Carbonneau by April 21, 2011. Steve Stepenuck moved we
register ‘no comment’ until we learn more about the location. Gary Coburn seconded the
motion and the vote passed, 6 aye to 0 nay.

The second item was an application from Peter Thomas and Cheryl McDaniel-Thomas
concerning renovation and addition to their property at 3 Lake Street on Wilson Pond.
The proposed deck/patio would increase the impervious surface of the property, and
there were questions raised about the proximity to the waterfront of the finished project.
This is a primary concern of the SCC when dealing with waterfront property. The
information in this application was not complete or clear enough to facilitate a decision.
Stephen Stepenuck moved that Deb Crowder write a letter conveying that information to
the DES. Theresa Diluzio seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in favor, 6-0.

The discussion turned to the proposed widening of the bridge on Rt. 32 near Hale Hill
Rd. The state is involved in this project and there is no confirmed date to apply to the
construction.

‘Projects’ was the next topic on the agenda. First, we discussed the Roadside Cleanup
scheduled for 9 am. on April 23, 2011. Deb Crowder gave up an update on her progress
with publicity posters and where they have been placed. She took suggestions on added
posting locations and people who might be willing to post them. She mentioned that
Channel 8 would put an ad on, but wanted a video to accompany it. She also led a
discussion on community groups who have helped with the annual effort and took
mention of others to explore. Deb and Stephen filled in Theresa, a new member, on some
of the mechanics of this project, i.e. gloves, bags, locations, time, etc. It was noted that
Michael Day had offered to complete the Exit Report and Deb Crowder volunteered to
occupy the Town Hall for the duration of the cleanup to keep it open for use by those
volunteers coming and going with the cleanup crews.



Next, we discussed the Barry Conservation Camp application. We have received one
application for the 2011 camp experience. The parents have paid $50 and the SCC will
pay the balance. Deb Crowder has delivered the application to the Accounts Payable
office to have the check written and mailed with the application.

There was no report from the Open Space Committee.

The ARLAC report consisted of a letter from Barbara Skully, Chairperson, thanking the
SCC for their assistance in the form of $100 in 2010 and asking that we continue our
support for 2011. Deb Crowder moved that we accept this request, Bob Goodrich
seconded the motion and the vote was to accept, 6-0.

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted unanimously.
Minutes of the March meeting, written by Deb Crowder, acting clerk, were read and
accepted unanimously.

(Other Business:

The Mt. Cresson Conservation Area trail was the next topic. It was decided to not seta
date for a work session to groom the ftrail until a later meeting due to the scasonal wet
ground. Stephen Stepenuck expressed concern that the lower part of the trail is too near
the Matthews Rd. to be safe for families with children or pets. This was discussed and
Theresa DiLuzio, Bob Goodrich and Deb Crowder and Gary Coburn have agreed to check
their schedules and work out a time for one or two of them to accompany Stephen to take
a look at the existing trail and determine a course for moving it away from the Matthews
Rd.

The annual SCC Canoe Trip on the Ashuelot River is scheduled for May 14, 2011. The
canoes will be put in at Martel Court with the West Swanzey Thompson Bridge as the
destination.

At Theresa DiLuzio’s suggestion we discussed the Ice Pond in West Swanzey . Theresa
has attempted to get an answer from the Town and the State about the boards that had
been removed from the dam because the Ice Pond is now without water. The answers she
got left her confused due to the lack of clarity from each entity. She is concerned about
the loss of habitat and attraction for wood duck, blue heron and other wildlife.

Stephen Stepenuck added that the California Brook and Ice Pond were near the top of the
list of places to be saved in the interest of brook trout habitat. It was agreed that Theresa
would call Doug Patelle at the Nature Conservancy for more information about this
matter.

The question was raised as to whether or not we were going to have Ryan Owen of the
Monadnock Conservancy attend a meeting in the near future. His input would be helpful



to us in giving a definition of ‘passive recreation’ as it is used in some conservation
easements. Stephen Stepenuck shared a handout entitled “Operation Land Share-
Landowner Relations Program, www,wildnh.com/landshare. This is a partnership
between NH Fish and Game Dept., NH Wildlife Federation,

New Hampshire Conservation Officer’s Relief Assoc. and NH Chapter of Safari Club
International. (see attached trifold). This program offers a number of helpful signs to
post on property to inform its designated usage.

Gary Coburn moved to adjourn, Jane Johnson seconded the motion. All agreed. The
meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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