
Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – March 31, 2015 
Swanzey Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker III, Deborah J. Davis, and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. The 
meeting was called to order by Chair Deborah J. Davis at 6:00 p.m. at the Swanzey Town Hall.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Shane O’Keefe and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT  
Solid Waste Manager Bob Osterhout, Public Works Director Lee Dunham. Also present were residents 
Michael Goldschmidt and Wally Smith and State Representative Ben Tilton. 
 
CITIZEN CONCERNS 
Goldschmidt asked for dates of unsealed minutes. O’Keefe said the dates for unsealed minutes are listed 
in the current minutes and noted that the ones that have been unsealed are already posted on the 
Town website. 
 
MINUTES 

• The regular meeting Minutes of March 24, 2015 were considered. There was a motion by   
Hutwelker to accept the regular meeting minutes of March 24, 2015. The motion was seconded 
by Colby with no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

• The Non-Public meeting Minutes #1, #2, #3 and #4 of March 24, 2015 were considered. There 
was a motion by Colby to accept the Non-Public meeting Minutes#1 of March 24, 2015. The 
motion was seconded by Hutwelker with no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Unseal Non-Public Minutes – deferred until next week’s meeting 
The Board deferred action to unseal the following 9 non-public sessions that took place during the 
period June 2014 through August 2014: 
September 2, 2014 #3;   September 9, 2014 #1;   September 16, 2014, #3; 
October 7, 2014 #3;  October 14, 2014 #1, #2, and #3;  October 21, 2014 #1;  October 28, 2014 #1 
 
NOMINATIONS 
At its meeting of March 26, 2015 the Planning Board voted to nominate Jane Johnson as its 
representative to the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Committee. 
 

Hutwelker moved to appoint Jane Johnson to the Capital Improvements Program Committee as 
its Planning Board representative for a term extending to Town Meeting 2018. There was a 
second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee (ARLAC) 
The Town Administrator reminded the Board that Paul Daniello resigned on April 6, 2014 from his 
position on the ARLAC, leaving Barbara Skuly as the Town’s sole representative.  The Town may have 
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three representatives.  He noted that the Town received an application from Pine Street resident and 
business owner Chuck Mills. 
 

Colby moved to nominate Chuck Mills for appointment to the Ashuelot River Local Advisory 
Committee and to execute the Nominee Form for this position. There was a second by 
Hutwelker and no further discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
FINANCIAL MATTERS 
The Board of Selectmen reviewed and approved accounts payable and payroll manifests. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) Projects in Swanzey 
Discussion occurred regarding the Lake Street/ NH Route 12 roundabout which remains on the schedule 
for construction this spring according to NHDOT staff, subject to approval by the Governor and Council, 
and construction of turn lanes at the intersection of Safford Drive and NH Route 12 is set to begin in the 
next week or so.  O’Keefe noted that wiring has been removed from the poles at the intersection at 
Safford Drive and NH Route 12 and the poles are ready to be removed. He also noted that NHDOT staff 
has indicated that the proposed roundabout at base Hill Road and NH Route 9 in Keene was no longer 
scheduled for construction this year 
 
Board of Tax and Land Appeals (BTLA) update 
There was a brief discussion regarding Resident Arnie Filipi’s appeal to the BTLA of the land use change 
tax which was assessed by the Town on property he owns. O’Keefe said the Town’s position was 
presented by Attorney Gary Kinyon with the assistance of Assessing Coordinator Coleen Birmingham, 
but a decision had not been made at this point. 
 
O’Keefe, Dunham, Smith, Goldschmidt and Tilton left the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) Personnel Matter(s)  
 

Motion by Colby to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(a) Personnel Matter(s). 
The motion was seconded by Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to go into 
non-public session at 6:16 p.m.  Motion passed.  Present were the Board members Kenneth P. 
Colby, Jr., Deborah J. Davis, W. William Hutwelker, III, Solid Waste Manager Bob Osterhout and 
Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.    

 
Motion was made by Hutwelker to leave non-public session and return to public session. The 
motion was seconded by Colby, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-public session ended at 
6:28 p.m. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was 
seconded by Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes.  
Motion passed. 

 
Osterhout left and Dunham rejoined the meeting at 6:28 p.m. 
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Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) Personnel Matter(s) 
 

Motion by Hutwelker to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(a) Personnel 
Matter(s). The motion was seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to 
go into non-public session at 6:29 p.m.  Motion passed.  Present were the Board members 
Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., Deborah J. Davis, W. William Hutwelker, III, Public Works Director Lee 
Dunham and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.    

 
Motion was made by Colby to leave non-public session and return to public session. The motion 
was seconded by Hutwelker, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:38 
p.m. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was 
seconded by Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes.  
Motion passed. 

 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(b) Hiring of a public employee 
 

Motion by Hutwelker to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(b) Hiring of a public 
employee. The motion was seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to 
go into non-public session at 6:38 p.m.  Motion passed.  Present were the Board members 
Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., Deborah J. Davis, W. William Hutwelker, III, Public Works Director Lee 
Dunham and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  

 
Motion was made by Hutwelker to leave non-public session and return to public session. The 
motion was seconded by Colby, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-public session ended at 
6:43 p.m. 

 
Motion was made by Hutwelker to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was 
seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes.  Motion 
passed. 

 
O’Keefe, Tilton, Goldschmidt, and Smith rejoined the meeting at 6:44 p.m. 
 
West Swanzey Park 
Dunham asked the Board to confirm the possibility of a pavilion in the park and said he wanted to 
ensure that any ground work done at the park this spring and summer takes into account possible 
electrical connections for future use at the park. Colby confirmed that the plan was to eventually have a 
pavilion in the park, sometime in the future. 
 
Safford Drive 
The possibility of street lighting was discussed by Dunham with the Board.  Dunham noted there will be 
charges incurred taking an old light fixture down in the vicinity of Page Court and putting up a new one 
on the new section of Safford Drive.  
 
Dunham left the meeting at 6:51 p.m. 
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Legislature Matters 
State Representative Ben Tilton spoke to the Board about the new law which requires photos to be 
taken of folks who want to vote, but who are not registered.  Discussion occurred about the time and 
energy to be spent on this project and that the only positive result might be a deterrent to voter fraud.   
 
Tilton also referred to the House Journal as a good source of information as to what issues are being 
considered at the State Legislature. He said the House Journal is online and shows all the votes from the 
Cheshire County Representatives.  Tilton went on to ask the Board if there is anything that they want the 
State Representatives to do.  There was a brief discussion on the upcoming vote on the House Budget.  
Colby said he thought that most of the NHDOT) funding was restored. Discussion also occurred about 
the reduction in State funding to the towns. 
 
Town Administrator Recruitment 
Colby distributed a proposal from Municipal Resources, Inc., another consultant who can assist the 
Town with hiring of a new Town Administrator.  It was agreed that Board members would review and 
discuss them at a later date.  
 
Letter from Freedom from Religion Foundation 
Davis spoke about a letter received from Freedom From Religion Foundation pertinent to the use of a 
church for voting purposes. Davis said there isn’t another venue in town large enough for requirements 
to be met for voting except for the Monadnock Regional High School. She mentioned that if the school is 
not in session, voting might be able to be held there. Barry Faulkner, Chair of the Schoolboard, will be 
invited to attend the April 28, 2015 Selectboard meeting to discuss with the Board, among other things, 
the possibility of using the school instead of a church. Colby noted that the letter mentioned using the 
church might continue with some changes to the inside of the building.  Davis pointed out that in the 
last two elections the students have not been in session but the teachers were in the building for a 
workshop.  She said that when the teachers are in for a workshop, voting might be able to occur without 
disturbing them. 
 
Colby mentioned that minimum space is required by election regulations and the building must be 
accessible to the disabled.  He noted that parking is an issue and that is why the church has been used in 
the past when the high school was not available due to class being in session. 
 
Tilton, Goldschmidt, and Smith left the meeting at 7:12 p.m. 
 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(c), Reputation – Application(s) for Elderly and Disabled Tax 
Deferral –  
 

Motion by Hutwelker to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(c) Reputation – 
Application(s) for Elderly and Disabled Tax Deferral. The motion was seconded by Colby. The 
Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to go into non-public session at 7:12 p.m.  Motion 
passed.  Present were the Board members Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., Deborah J. Davis, W. William 
Hutwelker, III, Town Administrator Shane O’Keefe and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.    
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Motion was made by Colby to leave non-public session and return to public session. The motion 
was seconded by Hutwelker, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-public session ended at 7:17 
p.m. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was 
seconded by Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes.  
Motion passed. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA  
Motion was made by Hutwelker, second by Colby, and there was no further discussion.  All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

• Raffle Permit #2015-04 – MRHS Project Graduation.  Raffle of Mountain bike & helmet at MRHS 
on May 31, 2015. 

• Raffle Permit #2015-05 – Monadnock Husky Softball Booster. Raffle of seven NH scratch ticket 
combinations at MRHS on April 22, 2015. 

• Notice of Intent to Cut Wood or Timber (Supplemental). Stacey Cole Revocable Trust, West 
Swanzey Road, Map 56, Lot(s) 10. 

• Certification of Yield Taxes Assessed and Yield Tax Levy. Stacey Cole Revocable Trust, West 
Swanzey Road, Map 56, Lot(s) 10. 

• Event Permit #2015-06. Home Builders & Remodelers Association/Cheshire Fair Association – 
Keene Home Show from April 10, 2015 through April 12, 2015 at the Cheshire Fairgrounds. 
Note: Police & Fire Department requirements – see permit form for details. 

• Personnel Action Reports 
 
In addition to items discussed as part of the agenda, the Board received the following documents: 

• Letter dated March 20, 2015 from the NH Department of Revenue Administration regarding a 
change to the Town’s administrative liaison. 

• Letter dated March 25, 2015 from the Freedom From Religion Foundation regarding Town use 
of Christian Life Fellowship (CFL) church as its polling place. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Hutwelker, second by Colby. No further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 7:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
Approved on April 7, 2015 
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