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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – August 3, 2015 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Vice Chair Stephen 
Stepenuck at 4:00 p.m. at Swanzey Town Hall. Committee Members Present:  Vice Chair Stepenuck, 
Bob Goodrich, Beverly Bernard, Jane Johnson, Ric Dell’Erba, and Mike Morrison. 
 
ABSENT   
Wally Smith, Gary Coburn 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
MINUTES 

 Minutes of July 6, 2015 were considered. Motion by Morrison to approve the Minutes of July 6, 
2015 as amended as follows: change year reference from 3015 to 2015, the addition of “on” on 
page 3 in the motion at the top in sentence “worked on by all participating, etc.” , on page 4 fix 
the spelling of Steve Pytlik’s name and spelling of Thompson Bridge, and under Mt. Cresson trail 
maintenance, Stepenuck referred to downed trees, not young trees, that he thought about 
removing them and he also said he removed the beer cans, and he removed smaller trees that 
were blocking the beginning of the trail, page 5 replace “survey” with “confirm the boundary 
lines”. There was a second from Johnson. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Welcome New Member 
Beverly Bernard was welcomed by the Commission members. 
 
Muster Property Maintenance 
Stepenuck said a town employee of the DPW has requested to cut trees that have already fallen on the 
property.  
 

Stepenuck made a motion to give permission to a town employee of the DPW to cut dead trees 
that are down on the Muster property on condition that he pile up some of the branches for 
brush habitat for small creatures. There was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Discussion continued regarding the vehicle tracks being somewhat unsafe due to erosion of the river 
bank. Suggestion was made to flag the area to indicate some danger. Morrison suggested rocks put in 
place to prevent anyone from driving into the river. 
 

Morrison made a motion to inform the Board of Selectmen and DPW about the hazardous 
condition of the tracks on the road at the Muster property with the recommendation that the 
road be moved away from the bank of the river. There was a second by Johnson. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 
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Discussion: It was noted that Forester Steven Roberge has encouraged the land be maintained as scrub 
shrub wetland. Stepenuck said the DPW employee also offered to bush-hog the land. Stepenuck said if 
permission were granted, permission would not apply in spring and early summer so as not to disturb 
birdlife. There was a reference to Roberge’s report as to management of the Muster property. 
 

Motion was made by Morrison to deny permission to bush-hog the Muster property at this 
time. There was a second to the motion by Johnson. Discussion: Stepenuck mentioned that he 
thought a site walk should be done to consider the removal of young pines in the area. Morrison 
pointed out bush-hogging cuts down everything, not just pines. Morrison pointed that Roberge’s 
recommendation addressed conformity with Cheshire County Forester recommendations.   
 
Morrison moved to amend the motion to deny permission to bush-hog the Muster property at 
this time, pending a site walk with the County Extension Forester. 
All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Stepenuck offered to contact Steven Roberge to pursue his recommendations on the property. 
         
Cresson Forest Fund - General Fund Request  
There was a discussion about a list of funds provided by Bookkeeper Theresa Lounder that are Funds in 
Custody of Treasurer (Lynda Faulkner) and how those funds would be accessed. 
 

- Stepenuck suggested adding to September agenda consideration of new trail signs for the 
Cresson property. Bernard mentioned that Mt. Cresson was cleared of brush by the Open Space 
Committee members earlier this summer. Stepenuck expressed concern that the Conservation 
Commission had not been made aware of that action. Johnson noted the importance of 
communication between the Open Space Committee and the Conservation Commission. 

 
- Stepenuck spoke briefly about the Sod Farm Account which is a fund being held for eventual 

reclamation of the land at the South Road gravel pit which is now filled with water. Morrison 
said the corporation who owns the property is currently selling the topsoil on that land. 

      
Solar Power - potential initiative - discussion  
Stepenuck suggested moving this topic to September. The Commission agreed. He also asked the 
members to do some homework to be able to more fully discuss it at that time.  
 
West Hill Project - Review draft letter of concern 
Johnson drafted a letter to the Monadnock Conservancy in regard to the process that was involved in 
funding for the West Hill Project. The members reviewed the draft letter. Stepenuck said that he felt 
that the behavior of the Monadnock Conservancy was unethical. He noted that the Commission has 
asked the Monadnock Conservancy in the past to consult with the Conservation Commission for these 
kinds of projects and when changes are being considered and that hasn’t been done and wasn’t done 
for this project. There was a discussion about the wording of the grant involved. There was some 
discussion regarding the fact that the West Hill Project has been given go-ahead by the Swanzey Board 
of Selectmen and Open Space Committee and therefore is a moot subject at this point. 
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Motion was made by Johnson to forego writing a letter to the Monadnock Conservancy 
expressing the disappointment at being uninformed about changes in the wording of the 
easement for the West Hill project and hoping for better communication and respect in the 
future, and for the members of the Commission to be mindful of future projects. There was a 
second to the motion by Morrison. No further discussion. All were in favor, except Stepenuck 
who was opposed. Motion passed. 

 
Cresson/Thompson Bridge inspections (Steve Pytlik) Results, if available 
Stepenuck said he was there and Wally Smith was there, but Stepenuck said he doesn’t have any 
recommendations from that inspection. He suggested moving this topic to September.  
 
Wayne Young trail walk - Suggestions, if any   
Stepenuck said he hasn’t any information at the moment and suggested moving this topic to the 
September meeting.     
 
Bonnie's Basement - Multi Tenant Application (Feedback due by August 6th)  
Johnson said that the location of the business is State Route 10 across from Gomarlo’s. A thrift shop is 
proposed for the site. Discussion was held regarding commercial enterprises placing objects on the side 
of the road. 
 
Acknowledge Resignation of Gary Coburn from the Commission. 
The Vice Chair acknowledged receiving a letter of resignation from member Gary Coburn that had been 
also passed along to the Board of Selectmen. Stepenuck read the letter to the members.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ashuelot River Landing (Bergeron Project) 
Stepenuck said the he has no new information. He said he did try to communicate with Bergeron via 
email without success. 
 
Aquifer Ordinance - Next steps 
No information was available at this time 
 
Anti-Dumping Ordinance - Status 
Beverly provided some input. She referred to her research of towns in both New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts similar in size to Swanzey. She read aloud the Anti-Littering Ordinance for the town of 
Ayer, Massachusetts. A brief discussion was held regarding next steps. Stepenuck noted that extensive 
research has been done by Smith in the past. 
 
Open Space Rotation Assignment - Confirm August meeting 
Ric confirmed he will be present at the next Open Space Committee meeting 
 
REPORTS 

- Open Space Committee   
No input – Smith was at the July meeting but he was not present on this date to give a report. 

- ARLAC 
No input 
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- SWRP-NRC 
No input 

 
MAIL- 
Stepenuck showed plans from the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (DOT) for scour 
mitigation for the Cresson Covered Bridge that was in the mailbox for the Conservation Commission. He 
eventually realized that the plan was addressed to Lee Dunham and should have been placed in the 
DPW mailbox. 
 
Riley Property Gates Secured 
Dell’Erba said he secured the gates at Riley Conservation Area so that they cannot move to swing in 
which could have damaged passing cars. 
 
September 21, 2015 was confirmed by the members for the next meeting date. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Morrison with a second from Johnson. All were in favor. Adjournment 
occurred at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


