Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire
Open Space Committee (OSC)
Meeting Minutes — August 12, 2015

Note: Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Committee.
Review and approval of minutes generally takes place on the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee.

Present at Meeting: Chair Ames called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Present was Karen Sielke,
Jeanne Thieme, Selectmen’s Representative Ken Colby (left at 5:34), and Alternate Theresa Diluzio.

Absent: Sharon Greatbatch, Bob McElvey, and Alternate Deb Crowder. The Chair seated DilLuzio for
Greatbatch.

Others Present: Conservation Commission member Ric Dell’Erba. Ames welcomed Dell’Erba.

Minutes:
Ames moved to accept the minutes from July 8, 2015 and DilLuzio seconded the motion. All were in
favor. Motion passed.

AGENDA ITEMS
September event: Tom Wessels, “Reading the Forested Landscape”
Purpose: to promote rural character and the protection of important open land

Date, time, location: Sunday, September 27; 1:00 to 5:00; slide show at Swanzey Lake Pavilion,
approximately 1.5 hour-long hike at Gomarlo property on Cram Hill Road
Suitable for ages: middle school upward

After lengthy discussion, members agreed upon the following.
Parking: Swanzey Lake (slideshow) and along Cram Hill Road (hike)

Exertion level: moderate; those with hiking limitations encouraged to attend only the slide show
Advertising:
Town sign & website: Thieme & Ames will develop language & ensure posting

Other: Postcards have been mailed to all residential addresses & were distributed at Old

Home Day. Anticipating large attendance, members agreed to undertake no further
publicity.

Equipment and materials:
Small table for Tom’s projector, extension cord, screen, set-up: Sielke will bring to the

event, and set up
Brochures, buttons: Sielke will bring to the event

Banner hanging @ entrance to Pavilion parking; pennants: Ames will bring & install

Flowers in vases: Thieme, Ames

Refreshments: DiLuzio — apples & bottled water; Ames — oatmeal cookies; Thieme —
cookies (time permitting)
“Thank-you to Tom” sign-in sheet: Ames will design & bring, with pens
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Gift for Gomarlos: Thieme

Words of welcome: Thieme

Table for Wessels book sales (to be staffed by Marcia Wessels): Thieme will bring

Registrations for hike portion (limited to 30 participants, per discussion, to make it

possible for Wessels to communicate with everyone): Sielke will manage, on a first-

come, first-served basis; her phone number will be listed as the contact number. At the
slide show, Sielke will check in registered hikers and give them a “ticket” and directions
to the hike. Ames will produce the materials.

Slide show room darkening: Thieme & Ames will bring sheets &/or blankets and install

as needed.

October event: Kevin Gardner, “Stone Walls”

After discussion, members agreed on the following.
Location: DiLuzio will contact Pilgrim Pines Conference Center to see whether it will be possible to
hold the event there.
Preliminary publicity: The 2015 events postcard, with the Gardner event highlighted (Ames), will be
available at the Wessels slide show.

REPORTS
Old Home Day
Members discussed the event, and agreed that OSC participation is important. Some members noted
that activity decreased following the parade; DiLuzio suggested starting the parade later in the day.
Ames reported a much greater level of interest in the oxen, likely due to the Old Home Day Committee’s
press releases. Members discussed possible locations for the OSC booth that would be nearer to the
oxen paddock. Ames will contact (by e-mail) OHD organizer Ridgely Brown to extend OSC appreciation
and gratitude, and to share OSC observations regarding the OSC booth location.

Members discussed the parade, and agreed to recruit helpers to hand buttons to those watching the
parade, as tossing buttons to people was less successful.

Rail Trail Celebration

Members briefly discussed the event. Ames said that the OSC banner was prominently displayed;
although the event was lightly attended, OSC participation made it possible to express support of Bruce
Bohannon and others who have been building what has become a significant local and regional
recreational resource.

OTHER BUSINESS

Dickinson Forest

Thieme and Diluzio reported that a local hiker/botanist/naturalist has posted a blog about Dickinson
Forest and about Wilson Pond. Members asked for the link information.

OSC Pentathlon

Sielke reported that she recently hiked 5 conserved hills in Swanzey, and suggested challenging the
community to do the same as an OSC event in 2016. Members were very enthusiastic; DiLuzio suggested
coordinating the challenge with Whitcomb Hall Committee programs.

Town of Swanzey Open Space Committee Approved Minutes
August 12, 2015
Page 2 of 5



T-Shirts

Members discussed and agreed that OSC t-shirts would help identify OSC members at the Wessels walk
and at other events throughout the year. Ideas for designs included using the original OSC logo (Deb
Crowder’s painting of a figure gazing towards Mt Monadnock from the summit of Honey Hill, the art
encircled by the words “Swanzey Rural Character”) below the shoulder on the front, and the text
“Pulling together, to keep the wild and special places we all love” across the top of the back. Members
agreed that a pale shirt color would be best, proper sizing of the shirts would be much appreciated, and
that Gem Graphics could help with design and production.

Motion was made by Thieme that Ames pursue producing an OSC t-Shirt for Committee
members with Gem Graphics and to expend up to $200.00 for the project, second by Sielke, and
all were in favor. Motion passed.

Swanzey Conservation Commission member Mike Morrison to be featured speaker at Monadnock
Conservancy Annual Celebration, August 22

Thieme encouraged members to attend the Annual Celebration in support of Morrison, adding that the
celebration is always a great event. Thieme offered to drive members who need a ride. Members
discussed publicizing Morrison’s talk. Ames said she would contact Town Hall staff to see whether it
would be possible to post the information on the Town website, and possibly on the Town sign.

DISCUSSIONS

Forested floodplain Conservation Easement

Members considered a draft letter of support provided for review by e-mail prior to the meeting. Project
Manager Diluzio said that she preferred to have the letter be signed by the OSC chair. For the benefit of
guest Dell’Erba, Ames said that details of the project are still confidential, pending permission from The
Nature Conservancy to make them public.

Motion was made by Thieme to accept the letter of support for the forested floodplain
conservation easement in progress with the Nature Conservancy, as drafted by Ames, second by
Sielke, and all were in favor. Motion passed.

Recruitment of new members

Members reviewed a recruitment matrix first considered at the July 2015 meeting, and discussed
recommendations to fill two memberships and two alternate positions. Members asked Thieme to invite
one of the potential recruits to attend the September 2 OSC meeting and to help with the Wessels
event. Members agreed to continue discussion.

“Treasured Places, Protected Spaces”

DiLuzio recommended inviting Monadnock Conservancy Executive Director Ryan Owens to present his
slide-illustrated talk to a joint meeting of the SCC and OSC, and also recommended encouraging
members of all Town boards and committees to attend. Members concurred, and agreed that
attendance likely would be most convenient for SCC members if the presentation took place during a
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regular SCC meeting. Having seen the presentation in July, Ames said that it very effectively illuminates
past, present and likely future trends in conservation. Owens is willing to bring the presentation to
Swanzey.

Motion was made by Thieme for Ames to discuss with Conservation Commission Chair Wally
Smith about the possibility of setting up a joint meeting with OSC/Conservation Commission for
Ryan Owens to deliver his talk, “Treasured Places, Protected Spaces”. Sielke seconded the
motion and all were in favor. Motion passed.

Whitcomb Hall and West Swanzey revitalization

Members briefly discussed progress in renovations to the Hall, and agreed that this facility will be an
excellent venue for future OSC events. Thieme asked members to keep in mind the possibility of
decorative street banners. Members noted that banners could showcase the work of local artists.

FOR INFORMATION The following was included in the meeting agenda.

Work on the Ash Swamp Brook Bridge on the Ashuelot Rail Trail, July 17 -19, resulted in
reconstruction of the bridge. The word on the street: many people showed up, worked hard, and
had great enthusiasm—a very successful town event!

Land Trust Alliance New England Land Trust’s Excellence Retreat, Stowe, VT, July 30 — 31

Along with Monadnock Conservancy Executive Director Ryan Owens and Stewardship Director
Emily Hauge, MC Board member and Lands Committee Chair Victoria Ames attended this session
for high performing land trusts. The session made it clear that the OSC has been at the cutting edge
of community collaboration trends.

Saturday, August 22:Monadnock Conservancy's annual celebration, “Sustained by Land and
Water: Stories about foraging, hunting and fishing,” Dublin School, 8:45 to 11:15. Swanzey’s own
Mike Morrison will be one of the featured speakers. Optional field trips follow the morning
program. Please register (357-0600) by August 14, as seating is limited.

Saturday, August 29: Whitcomb Hall barbeque, featuring consideration of ways -- feet, strollers,
bikes and more -- to expand access to Town streets.

Jeannie Thieme’s paintings of conserved land will be on display at the Historical Society of
Cheshire County through September 5. The show is co-sponsored by the Monadnock Conservancy
and other partners.

Wednesday, September 16, noon to 1:00 p.m., Understanding Conservation Easements, NH
Municipal Association webinar*

Towns and cities sometimes agree to accept conservation easements without fully
understanding their role as the holder of an easement. This webinar will explain what a
conservation easement is and how the restrictions contained in the easement deed apply to both
current and future landowners.
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Join Attorney Thomas Donovan, Director of Charitable Trusts at the Office of Attorney General,
and Terry Knowles, Assistant Director, as they will familiarize municipal officials with their legal
duties and responsibilities in insuring the terms of the easement deed are monitored and enforced.

This webinar is open to members of the NH Municipal Association and is of particular interest to
any municipal official handling conservation easements, including selectman, alderman, town
council, town managers and members of conservation commissions. Registration:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1249868011605458689

*Thank you, Director of Planning and Community Development Sara Carbonneau, for passing on
this information.

NEXT MEETING: ***September 2, 2015*** Note that the meeting date is advanced one week.

ADJOURNMENT
DiLuzio moved to adjourn; Sielke seconded the motion and all were in favor. Motion passed.
Adjournment occurred at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Oy O

Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary
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