Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire
Open Space Committee (OSC)
Meeting Minutes — October 14, 2015

Note: Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Committee.
Review and approval of minutes generally takes place on the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee.

Present at Meeting: Chair Ames called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Present were Victoria Reck
Ames, Karen Sielke, Jeanne Thieme, alternate Theresa DiLuzio, and Selectmen’s representative Ken
Colby (leaving at 5:45).

Absent:, Bob McElvey, Sharon Greatbatch, Alternate Deb Crowder. The Chair seated Diluzio for
McElvey.

Others Present: Jean Minnich, Conservation Commission member Mike Morrison, Keene State College
geography major and Swanzey citizen Megan Pietrowski, Keene State College geography major Sam
Jones

Minutes: Sielke moved to accept the minutes of September 2, 2015 and DilLuzio seconded the motion.
All'in favor. Motion carries.

AGENDA ITEMS

Swanzey maps Guests Pietrowski and Jones said they are working with Director of Planning and
Community Development Sara Carbonneau to evaluate Town trails and sidewalks, assess residents’
impressions of conditions, and determine how the Town might participate in the Complete Streets
program. The outcome of their work will be a series of maps showing trails and sidewalks in town, and a
comprehensive map that shows all trails and sidewalks. The project may extend into 2016, with
emphasis on tourism. Pietrowski and Jones currently are collecting data (including a survey) and are
evaluating the condition of trails and sidwalks; next steps include analyzing data and creating maps. The
team hopes to present draft maps at the November OSC meeting.

0OSC members expressed enthusiasm for the project and its proposed products, which will greatly
improve the accessibility of information about opportunities for hikers, walkers, bicyclists, and others
who enjoy being outdoors in Swanzey. Members offered to review and edit draft maps.

Event debrief: “Reading the Forested Landscape” slide show and guided hike on September 27
Members reported that guest presenter Tom Wessels, hosts Mike and Jennie Gomarlo, and those who
participated on September 27 all thoroughly enjoyed the event. Based on prior experience, Thieme
observed that the number of attendees for the hike portion was ideal. For future consideration,
members noted that a guided hike on conserved land would make a welcome gift for a property owner.

Event planning: “Discovering New England Stone Walls” talk (DiLuzio & Sielke)

DiLuzio and Sielke reported on completed publicity and other preparations for the October 21 event.
Members reviewed final arrangements and responsibilities, and agreed to arrive at Cutler School at 6:00
to set up.
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Ashuelot River Floodplain project Members discussed a request from The Nature Conservancy for
Town funding for the project. Motion by DiLuzio to request that the Selectmen to start the process
initiate the 41:14(a) to consider release of the requested $17,900 from the Conservation Land
Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund to cover transaction costs of the project. Second by Thieme. All in
favor, with Colby abstaining. Motion carries.

Facebook account Thieme reported that she has been working with former member Bernard to
transfer the account from Bernard’s management to OSC management. After discussion, members
concluded that no current member currently has interest in maintaining an OSC Facebook page. Rather,
the OSC will make use of e-mail and the Town website to promote events and publicize their outcome.
Thieme said that she will ask Bernard to leave the page active for a week or two, and will post a
statement on the page directing visitors to the Town website.

2015 budget request Following discussion, motion by Sielke to request funding to continue at the
historical $5,000 level. Second by Thieme. All in favor. Motion carries.

Potential new OSC members Members welcomed guest Jeanne Minnich, and elaborated on the OSC’s
need for a member who can advocate for children. Ames described how the OSC’s ambassadors of open
space protection—the oxen Bright, Jesse and James—have been hosting groups of students from
Landmark College and the Monadnock Waldorf School, as part of the OSC’s long-term goal of developing
ways to engage students from Swanzey’s elementary schools.

Protecting the Carroll’s Hill view Thieme and Sielke reported on trail conditions, saying that with the
encouragement of the property owners they have revised the trail map to direct hikers follow the same
trail to the summit and back, rather than making a loop. Thieme said that a large tree growing up into
the view from the summit may be a candidate for removal, if possible, given the steepness of the slope.
The parking area needs grading.

Conservation Commission report Ames reminded members that beginning at 4:00 on November 2 at
the SCC regular meeting, Monadnock Conservancy Executive Director Ryan Owens will present
information on the local conservation movement. OSC members and members of the public all are
encouraged to attend.

Ames thanked Morrison, Minnich, Pietrowski and Jones for attending the meeting.
NEXT MEETING: November 11, 2015
ADJOURNMENT

Motion by DiLuzio to adjourn; Thieme seconded the motion and all were in favor. Motion passed.
Adjournment occurred at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Victoria Reck Ames, Recording Secretary
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