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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – December 7, 2015 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and 

approval of minutes generally occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Vice Chair Steve 
Stepenuck at 4:00 p.m. at Swanzey Town Hall. Committee Members Present:  Vice Chair Stepenuck, 
Bob Goodrich, Mike Morrison, Jane Johnson and Beverly Bernard. 
 
ABSENT   
Chair Wally Smith, member Ric Dell’Erba 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Open Space Committee Chair Victoria Ames, Wayne Young 
 
MINUTES 

 Minutes of November 2, 2015 were considered. Motion by Morrison to approve the Minutes of 
November 2, 2015 with change under Old Business, page 2 stating that NH DES is the State 
agency that represents the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). There was a second from 
Goodrich. All were in favor except Stepenuck who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Wayne Young trail walk at Mt. Cresson - Results/Potential Proposal  
Young spoke about the walk on Cresson Mountain area in June. He spoke about a possible 
parking area, and also reviewed an area where some cutting could be done. The proposed 
parking area could be used as a landing area for the logging effort. He spoke about a huge 
boulder on the site which was quite unique. He said that about 20 acres of pine and hemlock 
could be considered for logging. He said the most southern property line needs to be 
re-established. There was a discussion about the boundary lines. Young suggested leaving the 
oak trees in place. He spoke about individual tree selection. He said the proposed parking area is 
fairly level. He noted that a logging contractor could level it. He suggested whole tree removal 
method. About 400 feet would have to be cleared and marked to join the existing trail, which 
could be done by the Commission members. There was a discussion about the possibility of a 
perimeter trail. There was a discussion about old-growth forest and about what portion of the 
forest would be left as is. There was a discussion about some of the rock caves being used by 
Native Americans to cache their fish. Young asked what would be the next step. Morrison asked 
if Young could put a proposal in writing to take to the Selectmen and he agreed to do so. There 
was a discussion about dropping just a few trees near the summit to open up the view. Morrison 
spoke about planning such that erosion would be minimized. Morrison asked how long it will 
take to produce the proposal and Young said he can do it over the next three weeks. He also 
said it should be summer or winter to do the work since the land needs to be dry. Young left the 
meeting at 4:35 p.m. 
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There was a brief discussion about trash in various places in town. 
 

 Muster Property - Field walk with Steve Roberge – Stepenuck asked for a date to re-visit the 
property with Roberge for his recommendations for the property. Bernard mentioned that it 
was her understanding that Director of Public Works Lee Dunham agreed to place a cable across 
the dirt road accessing the Muster property in order to keep cars from going beyond the parking 
area. Stepenuck said NH Fish and Game are responsible for access and he would communicate 
with them about the idea of preventing car access for safety reasons since there is erosion of 
the river bank. Walk-through with Roberge was tentatively planned for Monday January 4, 2016 
at 3:00 p.m. just prior to the regular meeting at Town Hall at 4:00 p.m. 

 Mitchell Sand and Gravel – Site Plan & Excavation Permit – Stepenuck had the Department 
Head review form which he filled out after discussion by the Committee members. Stepenuck 
also read a letter from Joseph H. Kieffner, P.E. Project Engineer and David A. Maclean, P.G., 
L.S.P., L.E.P. Senior Geologist/Senior Associate with GeoInsight, Inc. There was a discussion 
about the presence of the river and how it would be impacted by digging more deeply into the 
gravel pit. Also discussion occurred about the potential to impact the aquifer. Stepenuck 
suggested the possibility of hiring a hydrologist to represent the Town, which the applicant 
could pay for it. 
 

Motion was made by Morrison to recommend to the Selectmen and the Planning Board 
that an independent hydrologist be hired to review the application and generate an 
objective review of the impact of the requested excavation level by Mitchell Sand & 
Gravel LLC upon the river and aquifer, at the expense of the applicant. There was a 
second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

  

 Annual Report - Review Draft - Stepenuck read a list of activities during the year that he had 
compiled. Morrison added the Conservation Camp scholarship, and spoke about getting 
together to work on the Annual Report. Bernard suggested using the Minutes to determine 
topics to include in the report. 

 Ames spoke about The Nature Conservancy’s project involving permanent protection of a 29 
acre property on the Ashuelot River and restoration of 11 acres of floodplain forest. Jan McClure 
is scheduled to meet with the Commission in January. 

 Keene State Geography Students - December 10th Report to Planning Board 6:00 p.m. 
(Members were encouraged to attend, if possible)  

 Yale Forest Manager Meeting, Potential Forest Walk – Johnson spoke about contacting the 
folks at Yale Forest. She said they are in Swanzey for the first two weeks of August every year. 
She said they are more than willing to do a walk-through with their students. We can plan on it 
for August 2016. 

 Swanzey Cresson Bridge Scour Countermeasures– Barbara Skuly concerns, Review for 
Conservation Commission response, if any. Bernard passed out a copy of Barbara Skuly’s letter 
along with recommendations for comments. 
 

Motion was made by Stepenuck to endorse in its entirety the letter of concern from 
Barbara Skuly, Chair of the Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee to Mr. Gino 
Infascelli at NHDES Wetlands office regarding the plan for Swanzey Cresson Bridge scour 



 
Town of Swanzey Conservation Commission  Draft Minutes 
December 7, 2015 
Page 3 of 4 
 

countermeasures. There was a second to the motion by Morrison and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Open Space Rotation Recommendations – (December/January no attendance; February - 
Bernard; March - Johnson; April – Stepenuck. 

 Aquifer Discussion - Ordinance Feasibility - Johnson said she wanted to know why some 
individuals on the Planning Board are opposed to the idea. Johnson agreed to ask the subject be 
put on the Planning Board agenda for January 2016. Bernard and Johnson will work on it. 
 

Motion was made by Stepenuck that the Conservation Commission endorses an Aquifer 
Protection Ordinance for the Town of Swanzey. There was a second to the motion by 
Bernard and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

 Silvio Conte Comprehensive Plan - Research Results – Bernard provided research regarding the 
proposed plan. Morrison said that his concern was that the State should be involved in 
managing the land in New Hampshire. No action was taken. 

 
REPORTS 

 ARLAC – no report 

 Open Space – Ames said she did not have anything to report  

 Selectmen Meeting – Bernard mentioned some youths being arrested on California Brook Road 
for burning debris and trespassing on private property. This property has been a concern to the 
property owners for some time and they had approached the Selectmen to see if something 
could be done about it.  

 There was a discussion about the Eismont Design’s application to the Planning Board for a retail 
business on Monadnock Highway. Stepenuck said that he didn’t see any environmental issue. 
Ames said they do high caliber graphic design. With the Commission’s agreement, Stepenuck 
signed the Department Head review form with the “No concerns/comments….” box checked. 

 
MAIL 

 Info Notification – January Meeting Presentation (Jan McClure) - Floodplain Forest Restoration 
Project (See Email) NH Conservancy.  

 Stepenuck noted a communication regarding a forestry notification from Mary K Labella. 

 Southwest Region Planning Newsletter was received.  

 There was a brief discussion about a brownfield study for the suitability for placing of a nursing 
home adjacent to the prison on State Route 101. Discussion was also held regarding Maplewood 
Nursing home and the current decision making process as to whether to replace the present 
building or not. 

 
Next Meeting Date:  January 4, 2015 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Johnson with a second from Goodrich.  All were in favor. 
Adjournment occurred at 6:11 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


