
Swanzey Old Home Day Committee Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
January 14, 2013 

I. Call to order 

Ridgely Brown called to order the regular meeting of the Swanzey Old Home Day 
Committee at 6:30PM on January 14, 2013 at the Swanzey Town Hall. 

II. Roll call 

The following committee members were present:  Lisa Mango, Andrea Smith, Joanne 
Stroshine, Rose Kowaliw, Walt Kowaliw, Donna Shauer, Jack Bys, Ridgely Brown, Kathy 
Schnyer, Carol Faulkner, Jane B. Johnson and Kristen Goodenough. 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

This is the first meeting of the new 2013 Swanzey Old Home Day Committee so there 
were not any previous meeting minutes to approve. 

IV. Open issues 

Discussion of Advertising Booklet– Ridgely informed the committee that the Old 
Home Day booklet is no longer a part of this committee.  Any money generated 
from this will go into a “trust” type fund to be administered by the town to any 
non-profit based on need and request basis. 

Ridgely explained that we now have a $5000 line item in the town budget 
for any of our Old Home Day Committee needs.  Subcommittee members 
should bring their planned expenses and their resource needs to this 
committee to discuss and approve allocation of funds.  We also, typically, 
can expect an income of an additional $1200.00 from vendor’s booth 
space rentals. 

a) Discussion of Co-Chairs – Kathy Habiby and Ridgely Brown have been heading 
up this Committee for 3 years and are ready to step down and turn the Co-
Chair positions over to a new pair.  Ridgely asked everyone on the committee 
to give this some thought.  They have kept the process of running the event 
very well documented and would be happy to turn all their materials over to 
their successors. 



b) Music:  Based on feedback surveys conducted from last year the bands were 
not well attended and were too loud.   

Motion:  Joanne Stroshine made a motion to eliminate the bands and 
to return to the DJ and Karaoke format that was successful in years 
past.  Andrea Smith Seconded.  Motion Passed. 

c) Parking:  Based on feedback surveys conducted from last year the parking 
and shuttle bus service that was provided on the South side of the Keene 
Airport property was under-utilized.  Other parking options were discussed 
and all agreed that there is ample parking at other locations. 

Motion:  Kristen Goodenough made the motion to eliminate the parking 
and shuttle service.  Donna Shauer seconded.  Motion Passed. 

d) Determine and set committee team members, determine budgets and 
resource needs of subcommittees. 

e) Ridgely will bring copies of the feedback surveys to the next meeting. 

f) All around go-to-guys:  George Phillips, George Blais will be around to help 
as always!!  Jack Bys will lead this group and attend the monthly meetings. 

g) George Blais created a map for us which Ridgely will bring to the next 
meeting. 

V. New business 

a) Children’s Games and Activities subcommittee team members: 

Heidi Bradbury, Pattie Budzig, Maria Ettner, Donna Schauer will lead the 
subcommittee 

Bouncy house is a given but Donna will get the rest of the subcommittee 
together to finalize all other games and rides. 

It was discussed that all games and rides will remain free of charge. 

b) Crafters/Non-profits/Food/Farmer’s Market subcommittee team members: 

Joanne Stroshine, Andrea Smith, Kathy Schnyer, Carol Faulkner and 
Ridgely Brown will lead this subcommittee 



Ridgely provided a list of vendors that will be contacted beginning 
February 1st. 

Discussion on this topic included moving the farmers market and the 
crafters/non-profits to improve traffic flow.  Georgie Fifield, proprietor of 
Joe’s Peanuts, who ran the BBQ booth last year would like to attend 
again this year and will get started earlier to entice the crowds.  Spofford 
Pizza is returning as well. 

c) Car Show – Will be handled by the Kowaliw’s and is all set and will be status 
quo from years past. 

d) Parade subcommittee team members: 

Bill Carson, Michele Cavanaugh, Colleen Lauer and Lisa Mango will lead 
this subcommittee  

Discussion on this topic included:  Rick Bachmann and crew will be 
coming to help once again this year.  It was unanimously agreed upon 
that Bill Carson will be Grand Marshall again this year.  Lisa Mango is 
going to try to get Paul Scheuring or Carol Jefferies to announce (as 
Parade Reviewer) the Parade this year.  All agreed that we MUST get the 
American Legion Band back this year. 

e) Publicity subcommittee team members:  

Rose Kawaliw, Jane Johnson, Kathy Habiby and Kristen Goodenough 

Discussion on this topic included:  Kristen Goodenough is working on 
building out the new Swanzey Old Home Day website (link to Swanzey 
Town website) and should be functional by the next meeting.  Kristen is 
going to contact Yankee Magazine to get our event listed on their 
Calendar.  Jane Johnson is going to contact WMUR to see if it is feasible 
to get NH Chronicle or Fritz Weatherbee to attend our event.  Other ideas 
for publicity mentioned were of course the Keene Sentinel and 
Monadnock Shopper but also the Parent Express and New Hampshire 
Magazine...Posters for the schools and Backpack flyers before the close 
of school.  

f) The next meeting will be held on Monday, February 11, 2013 at Swanzey 
Town Hall. 



VI. Adjournment 

Ridgely Brown adjourned the meeting at 8:08PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by:  Kristen Goodenough 

 

ACTION ITEMS Assigned to: Requested by: Due Date: 

Contact Vendors C/NP/F/FM 
Subcommittee 

Ridgely Begin calling 
2/1/2013 

Bring Feedback 
Surveys and Map to 
next meeting 

Ridgely SOHDC 2/11/2013 

Get Website LIVE Kristen Goodenough Kathy and Ridgely 2/11/2013 

Contact Yankee Mag. Kristen Goodenough SOHDC 2/11/2013 

Contact WMUR Jane Johnson SOHDC 2/11/13 

Contact and secure 
Parade Reviewer 

Lisa Mango SOHDC 2/11/13 

Contact and secure 
DJ – Mike Blair 

Kristen Goodenough SOHDC 2/11/13 

Contact Parent 
Express 

Rose Kowaliw SOHDC 2/11/13 
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