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"Big house, little house, back house, 
barn"--this rhythmic cadence was sung 
by nineteenth-century children as they 
played. It also portrays the four essential 
components of the farms where many of 
them lived.  
 
Through architecture unique to northern 
New England, this illustrated talk focuses 
on several case studies that show how 
farmers converted their typical separate 
house and barns into connected 
farmsteads.  
 
A visual delight as well as an engaging 
tribute to our nineteenth-century 
forebears, Mr. Hubka’s book has become 
one of the standard works on regional 
farmsteads in America. 
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