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Whitcomb Hall Committee 

05/25/2011 Meeting Minutes 
Prepared by Hayley Hill, Secretary 

 
Present: Nancy Carlson (Project Lead), Pete Johnson, Francis Faulkner Jr., Dave Krisch, 
Judy Bohannon, Gail Wood and Hayley Hill 
 
Absent: 
Lee Dunham 
 
Background: 
An exploratory committee has been formed of local volunteers who are interested in 
seeing Whitcomb Hall reopen its doors in service to the community. Whitcomb Hall was 
last used in 1988. Since that time, there has been one formal attempt to reopen the doors 
but it failed to move forward when life safety issues (elevators, handicap access, sprinkler 
system, etc.) were too great to address with the given budget.  
 
A survey done during this prior attempt showed an interest in using the hall as a 
community center made available for voting, Boy/Girl Scout meetings, basketball, 
wedding receptions, children's activities, etc. The committee agrees with this direction 
and also suggests other possible uses such as town meeting space, additional town office 
space, community theater, senior citizen activities and the possibility for the hall to be 
used as a temporary emergency shelter.  
 
It is believed that during this prior attempt to reopen the hall, all requirements for 
application to the Historic Registry had been satisfied and only needed Selectmen 
signature to be sent.  
 
Today the building is only used for storage. 
 
Historic Preservation: 
Historic New England (Sally Zimmerman) and New Hampshire Division for Historical 
Resources (Peter Michaud) were two named historic preservation organizations that will 
be used as resources. The committee will look to these organizations for historical project 
requirements as well as information for applying for block grants and other funding 
options.  
 
Property Condition Evaluation: 
Local contractors will be contacted with a request to volunteer expertise and estimates for 
electrical, plumbing, heating, etc.  This will help to further define project scope and 
budget.  In the past, local businesses have been very generous in donating their services 
and products.  
 



The Hall will be offered up as a student project for those participating in the Architectural 
program at Keene State College lead by Charlie Sheaff, Professor Technology, Design 
and Safety. If the class is able to partner with us, we believe students would be able to 
offer consultation on building and design, provide blue prints of various floor plans, 
including but not limited to new bathroom designs, document life safety issues and 
recommendations, load capacity comments, etc.  
 
It was agreed that a phased approach would be best for this project. Estimates will be 
provided for costs needed to open just the first floor in summer months only. The first 
phase would address life safety issues as well as cost for air conditioning. Funding efforts 
would support future phases (year round accessibility, open the second floor, update 
kitchen and stage, etc). If the building housed a kitchen facility, it could be considered for 
an emergency shelter and maybe eligible for a free generator.  
 
Parking: 
Ample parking will need to be addressed. In addition to the current small lot and Main 
Street parking, it was noted that property located across the street in front of the church is 
town property and could be used for overflow parking.  
 
Takeaways: 
 
Nancy 

• provide copies of prior survey/brochure to group 
• pursue publicity in future edition of "Swanzey Uncovered" 

 
Pete 

• contact local contractors and set up appointments for estimates 
• introductory call to Peter Michaud with an invite to next committee meeting,       

e-mail group with highlights of discussion 
• call historic registry to gather preliminary info on requirements necessary to 

register building 
 
Susan Johnson 

• research grant info 
 
Judy 

• initial contact with Charlie Sheaff (KSC) to discuss project scope and availability 
of student involvement, invite to next meeting 

 
Next meeting:  
June 22, 4:00pm, Town Hall 
 
 
 


