Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire
Open Space Committee
Meeting Minutes — February 13, 2013

Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the committee. Review and approval of minutes generally
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the committee.

Members Present: Jeanne M. Thieme-Chair, Judy Hildebrandt-Treasurer, Theresa DiLuzio, Bob McKelvey, Ken
Colby, Jr. Selectmen Representative and alternate member Mary Farnsworth. Farnsworth was seated for Deb
Crowder.

Others Present: Sara Carbonneau, Town Planner and recording secretary for the meeting.

1. 53 Main Street - Colby stated that the Board of Selectmen voted at its 2/12/13 meeting to acquire 53
Main Street and to develop the property as a riverfront park. Colby stated that $73,500. would be
withdrawn from the Conservation Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Account ($53,500. for the purchase
price and $20,000. going towards the demolition costs) and the remainder of the costs [for demolition]
would come from the Recreational Facilities Improvements Capital Reserve Account. Colby stated that
the feedback received by the Board of Selectmen regarding the acquisition of this property has been
overwhelmingly positive.

2. Proposed zoning amendment regarding primary structure setback on Wilson Pond - Thieme reported
that Conservation Commission member Ric Dell'Erba had approached her after the deliberative session,
seeking the support of the OSC on a postcard to be sent by the Con Com expressing opposition to the
proposed zoning amendment. Thieme expressed concern that this request did not fit with the OSC's
mission. OSC members agreed. OSC members stated that they were willing to support the Con Com in
other, non-political, ways (such as assisting with the roadside and river clean-up). Colby stated that it is
important that the OSC does not stray from its mission; while OSC members may have personal feelings
about the proposed amendments, it is important that the committee stays non-political.

3. Retreat - Thieme reminded members of the retreat scheduled for Saturday, February 23 from 9 a.m. to
noon. This will be held at The Bridges Inn. If members have ideas for agenda items, they should contact
Thieme a.s.a.p. Thieme also stated that materials have been provided to members that detail some of
the history and past projects of the OSC. Farnsworth suggested that this could be an opportunity
explore the strengths and interests of the members.

Master Plan Update - The Planning Board is in the process of reviewing the Master Plan and updating
sections as needed. The Planning Board would welcome the assistance of the Open Space Committee in
reviewing the current Open Space Plan and updating it, as needed. This can be discussed in more detail
at the retreat.

4. Election of OSC Officers - Thieme stated that the OSC has no rules of procedure that set forth officers
and/or elections. Thieme suggested annual elections to take place in March. If anyone is interested in
serving as an officer, they should make their intentions known. It was also suggested that various sub-
committees could be established, dealing with development, publicity and/or incorporating the Wildlife
Action Plan into the OSC's goals and objectives.
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5. Letter of Support - Motion by DiLuzio to provide a letter of support regarding the Monadnock
Conservancy's grant application to the Jesse B. Cox Foundation. Seconded by Hildebrandt. Vote: All in
favor.

6. Conservation Commission Update - DiLuzio reported that the Conservation Commission voted to
appropriate $500.00 to hire David Roy & Son to clear a viewshed at the top of Honey Hill. The work has
been approved by the property owner.

Jeff Taylor from Bay State Forestry is scheduled to speak with the Con Com on March 4th regarding
invasive species control.

Steve Roberge will walk the Sawmill Drive property (owned by the Conservation Commission) on
February 26th at 2:00 p.m. It was also noted that Roberge is willing to conduct a guided walk on Mt.

Caesar when the logging is taking place to explain a logging operation.

7. Blood Easement - Members asked Carbonneau to investigate if closing costs were paid by the Town on
this easement.

Motion to adjourn at 6:30pm, Hildebrandt, Seconded. All in Favor. Motion passed.

Submitted by,

Sara H. Carbonneau
Town Planner & Recording Secretary
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