Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire
Open Space Committee
Meeting Minutes — October 10, 2012

Committee Members: Jeanne M. Thieme-Chair, Sharon Greatbatch-Vice Chair, Judy Hildebrandt-Treasurer,
Beverly Bernard-Secretary, Deb Crowder, Theresa DiLuzio, Bob McKelvey, Paula Shank, Ken Colby, Jr. Selectmen
Representative

Present at Meeting: Jeanne Thieme, Judy Hildebrandt, Beverly Bernard, Theresa DiLuzio, Bob McKelvey, Ken
Colby, Paula Shank, Sharon Greatbatch, Deb Crowder - Thieme called the meeting to order at 5pm.
Absent: None

Others Present: Tom Duston and Emily Hague; Sara Carbonneau, Town Planner

Note: Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Committee. Review and approval of minutes
generally takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Duston and Hague visited with the committee to discuss the Keene Connector-Wantastiquet-
Monadnock Greenway with the group. Duston is Chair of Chesterfield Conservation Commission. Hague
is Stewardship Manager with the Monadnock Conservancy. They have been working on developing a
regional network of hiking trails. The Monadnock Conservancy, Antioch University, and Horatio Colony
Preserve are sponsoring a hike on the trail on Oct. 21*. Looking for volunteers and since some of the
land is in Swanzey, they wanted us to know about the project.

2. Future directions - Carbonneau made some suggestions: Yale University property (1700 acres in
Swanzey) could be our next focus. NW section of town is forested for most part; how do we protect it
and plan for suitable development? Rocci Aguire from the Monadnock Conservancy is enthusiastic
about working on a project partnering with Yale. This would be a large project, multi-year commitment.
Consider Agiore as a consultant to lead the project to create a proposed plan. The plan could become a
land use master planning tool. Next step is to discuss to see if the committee wants to support this kind
of project. Conversation with Ryan Owens might be a good starting point. Bernard moved that Thieme
call Owens, seconded by Hildebrandt. All were in favor. Motion passed. Colby left the meeting at 6pm.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Trailhead signs — some of the old Mt. Cresson signs have been stolen. Posts were pulled out so new
signs couldn’t be put up. Carroll’s Hill signs are up. Plan to blaze the trail with blue paint.

2. The maps are here for Carroll’s Hill and Mt. Cresson. Crowder moved to pay for folding maps ($22.00),
Hildebrandt seconded it. All in favor. Motion passed.

3. Open Space Protection brochure has been up-dated. Motion to produce brochure in color made by
Crowder, McKelvey seconded, all were in favor. Motion passed. Thieme will seek out prices.

4. Benches —they are ready to be delivered, but we don’t have a way to get them up on the trails. Possibly
leave benches at trailheads. Theresa will call Dominas and ask their permission to leave benches at trail
head. Dave Roy loggers are producing benches. DiLuzio will find out what acknowledgement should be
on the brass plate or routed into the wood of the bench. Greatbatch made a motion to spend $100 per
bench for five benches to pay the logger. DiLuzio seconded. All were in favor. Motion passed.

5. Treasurer’s Report distributed and reviewed by Hildebrandt — we need to get a budget together for the
upcoming year.
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6. Doctor Kibler’s land needs clearing. We can volunteer to help out. No decision made.

Motion to adjourn at 6:30pm, Hildebrandt, Seconded. All in Favor. Motion passed.
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