Open Space Committee

Minutes October 12, 2011

Present: Chairman, Jeanne Thieme; Katherine Feist; Deb Crowder; Judith Hildebrandt; Sharon
Greatbatch; Bev Skiba; Theresa DilLuzio; Sara Carbonneau, Town Planner

Guests: Suzanne Whittemore; Bruce Barlow

Meeting called to order at 5:05pm.

Suzanne Whittemore, representing the Monadnock Conservancy for Executive Director Ryan Owens
who could not be present, informed the OSC that they had received a grant from the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation for $5000. to support land conservation efforts. She asked for our participation
in a student outreach program together with the Monadnock Regional School Distrct. A joint
organizational meeting will be held in November.

Bruce Barlow, a MRSD board member who assisted the MC in submitting the grant application, gave us
a quick overview of his background which included several successful projects that show he is well
qualified, able and eager to take on this pilot project involving students for which the OSC is very
grateful. Bruce will work closely with principals and educators of the Mt. Caesar, Cutler, Monadnock
Middle and High Schools to incorporate the goals of the MRSD. The theme and focus of the project is to
identify “favoritel outdoor places” through various means . He outlined 4 modules of approximately 20
students each, 1 each from early elementary, late elementary, middle school and high school, each
tailored to their grade level to identify their special outdoor places. OSC members voiced concern that
Swanzey schools include students from other area towns. It was agreed that students from area towns
will be included in this project. All present agreed that this pilot program to be an investment in our
future.

Members thanked our guests for their presentations and the opportunity to be a part of this
project.

After discussion, OSC members agreed that our original “Flat Ike” theme proposed for aspecial town
project be in all images of “favorite outdoor space” submissions for this pilot. Members agreed that
this pilot compliments the OSC mission to maintain Swanzey’s rural character thru education and
community outreach. A motion was made to collaborate with the MC and the MRSD with the pilot
made possible by the NHCF grant. Vote was unanimous in favor of participation in this project.
Chairman Thieme will notify the Ryan Owens and Bruce Barlow of our vote.



Members voted unanimously to withdraw a previously submitted grant application to PSNH to help pay
for the town “Flat Ike” project as a good faith gesture. The PSNH grant fund cannot be used with other
funding sources for the same project. The grant is to be awarded by Nov. 9", 2011. Members discussed
continue with the “Flat Ike” town project in the spring upon completion of the pilot project with the
students.

2012 budget discussion led to another unanimous vote to request $5000. for our operating budget and
$50,000. for the “Land Acqusition Fund”, both the same as last year’s request and approval.

Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm

Submitted by Theresa Diluzio



