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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – January 10, 2013 
 

Note:  Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Board.  Review and approval of minutes 
generally takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn 
Page. Members present:  Scott Self, June Fuerderer, Gus Lerandeau, Jeff Goller, and Kenneth P. Colby Jr., 
representing the Board of Selectmen sitting in for Deborah Davis. 
 
Absent:  Joe Smith, Bob Audette, Paula Miller, Jane Johnson 
 
Others Present:  Town Planner Sara Carbonneau 
 
Minutes:  December 13, 2012 minutes were reviewed.  Lerandeau moved to accept Stephen 
Stepenuck’s comments for the December 13, 2012 minutes and take them under advisement, seconded 
by Self, all in favor except Colby and Goller who abstained. Motion passed. Exhibit A is attached to the 
minutes with Mr. Stepenuck’s comments. 
 
The minutes for December 20, 2012 were reviewed. After review by the committee, Goller moved to 
accept the minutes, seconded by Colby, all were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
A.  DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS - 

1.  Construction Details, Construction Procedures Manual, and Road Acceptance Policy. 
A review of the Construction Details, Construction Procedures Manual, and Road Acceptance Policy was 
conducted by Self who indicated that no one else on the committee had any changes except for himself. 
He suggested that references to Change Orders and Field Changes be removed from the policy since any 
changes need to come before the Planning board.  No further discussion. 
 
2.  Discussion/Recommendation pursuant to RSA 41:14-a regarding the Town's potential purchase of 
property situated at 53 Main Street (owned by the West Swanzey Athletic Association). 
A brief discussion was held on acquisition of property at 53 Main Street. The Board of Selectmen wishes 
to receive a recommendation from the Planning Board for either to purchase the property or not 
purchase the property. The proposed goal of the land acquisition is for demolition of the building and 
turning the property into a riverside park. Page said he thought it was a good idea, and Self agreed. 
Lerandeau asked whether there was any plan to have a basketball court at the park. Carbonneau said 
that one of the purposes of the park is to provide access to the river for kayaks and canoes. Colby noted 
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that Goller has approached the Town about assisting in the park's development, as he is a licensed 
landscape architect. Colby said it is access to the river in a pastoral setting. Carbonneau said the 
proposed use of the property must be in keeping with the  funding source. She noted that the Land 
Acquisition account which is the source of funding for the acquisition must be used for conservation 
purposes. Colby reiterated the usage should be for conservation purposes and noted that the land is 
only 7/10th of an acre. Carbonneau pointed out that a dry hydrant will be put on the far Northeast 
corner of the property. Self said there is a hydrant there now. Colby said that when the dam was taken 
down, the hydrant that was there in support of the mill was rendered useless and the mill needs a 
hydrant. 
Self made a motion to affirm the purchase of 53 Main St. property for the purposes of conservation.  
Lerandeau seconded the motion. No further discussion. All were in favor except Colby who abstained. 
Motion passed.  
 
3.  Review of ballot questions regarding zoning amendments. 
The Planning Board reviewed the ballot questions for the 2013 ballot regarding changing the Shoreland 
Protection District (Section VIII of the Town's Zoning Ordinance).  Carbonneau said the entire text needs 
to be put in the Warrant, but for the ballot the language can be abbreviated. Lerandeau made a motion 
to adopt the ballot questions as proposed by Town Planner Carbonneau, seconded by Fuerderer, with all 
in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Deb Davis arrived at 6:12 p.m. 
 
4.  Transportation Improvement Program - 10 year plan, NH DOT. 
Carbonneau raised the issue of the Transportation Project Application form with the Southwest Region 
Planning Commission (SWRPC). Pertinent to the Ten year plan Carbonneau said that the Town is still in 
process of working with the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) and SWRPC, trying 
to move forward the road safety audit for Route 32 and Sawyer's Crossing Road.  (Clough Harbour is 
under contract with NH DOT to conduct road safety audits and has not yet had time to work with 
Swanzey on this project).  Carbonneau will bring up the issue once again as a reminder to the State. The 
State Route 12 and State Route 32 intersection in Keene has been improved by the removal of a fence 
that was obstructing lines of sight. In addition a roundabout has been scheduled for 2014 at Lake Street 
and State Route 12 which will make the State Route 12/State Route 32 intersection less problematic 
since it is thought that drivers will use the roundabout instead of the State Route 12/State Route 32 
intersection. Davis said that she would like to see the State ban left turns from northbound traffic on 
State Route 12 trying to get to State Route 32. A brief discussion was held regarding a possible State 
Route 12 improvement consisting of a turn lane for the fair grounds.  It was decided that the Route 12 
turn lanes in the vicinity of the Cheshire Fairgrounds would not be pursued at this time, as it is uncertain 
what changes will occur as a result of the proposed construction of the Safford Drive extension.  
Lerandeau said that turn lanes are needed on State Route 10 also.  Board members suggested that a 
center turn lane for Route 10 be included in the proposal. 
 
5.  Annual report submission. 
The annual report submission was reviewed by the committee and Self made a motion to endorse the 
annual report submission, seconded by Fuerderer. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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6.  Other business  
Carbonneau pointed out that Self's and Smith's term on the Board is up in 2013, and also Alternate 
Miller’s term will be up in 2013. She also reminded the committee of the Budget Hearing set for Tuesday 
January 15, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., the public hearing for the property acquisition on Tuesday, January 15, 
2013, at 6:30 p.m., the second public hearing for the property acquisition set for January 29, 2013, and 
the Deliberative session February 5, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
Lerandeau made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Goller, with all in favor.  Motion passed.  
Adjournment at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


