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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – January 24, 2013 
 

Note:  Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Board.  Review and approval of minutes 
generally takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn 
Page. Members present:  Scott Self, June Fuerderer, Gus Lerandeau, Jeff Goller, Joe Smith, Paula Miller 
and Deborah Davis, representing the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Absent:  Bob Audette, Jane Johnson (arriving after meeting adjourned). 
 
Others Present:  Town Planner Sara Carbonneau 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from January 10, 2013 were reviewed.  Motion by Fuerderer to accept the minutes 
as distributed.  Seconded by Self, all were in favor except Smith who abstained since he had not 
attended the meeting of the 10th.  Motion passed. 
 
 
 
A.  DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS - 
1.  Construction Details, Construction Procedures Manual, and Road Acceptance Policy. 
Carbonneau said that she hasn't had Underwood Engineers modify the documents (based on the prior 
feedback of the Planning Board) nor has she sent the Road Acceptance Policy to Town Counsel for 
review and comment. but will do soon. Town Counsel will review the entire policy. Self reiterated the 
need to eliminate "change orders" from the document. 
 
2.  Update on State highway projects. 
Carbonneau reviewed the Town's response to the Ten Year Plan Submission request from Southwest 
Region Planning Commission.  She noted that the Board of Selectmen signed a letter to be sent to the 
SWRP regarding the following projects, adding that no additional projects were proposed at this time: 

 Improvements to the Sawyer's Crossing Rd and Route 32 Intersection  

 Turning Lanes in the vicinity of the Cheshire Fairgrounds – In the letter, it was stated that as of 
the January 10, 2012 meeting, the Planning Board felt that the recommendation for turning 
lanes in the vicinity of the Cheshire Fairgrounds should be dropped at this time and the Board of 
Selectmen concur as it is unknown as to how the Safford Drive extension project may affect 
Route 12. Chair Page noted that the State might require turn lanes for approval of Stafford Drive 
Extension. Carbonneau said it is suggested that a study for the Route 12 corridor be undertaken 
from Keene to the Massachusetts line. 

 Route 32/Route 12 Intersection Improvements – Carbonneau said the Town is encouraging NH 
DOT to make improvements to the Route 32/Route 12 Intersection prior to the construction of 
the roundabout.  Improvements could include trying to square off the intersection more. She 
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noted that the construction of the roundabout planned for the intersection of Lake and Route 
12 could be 2014 or 2015. The roundabout might ease pressure on the Route 32/Route 23 
intersection. 

 Route 10 Center Turn Lane (Dual Use Lane) – the Town understands that a proposed center 
turn lane would run from the Cobble Hill Road intersection on the south to the intersection of 
California Street on the north. 
 
Additional notes re State Highway Projects: 

 Reclamation Project for Route 10 from Base Hill to Market Basket stretch scheduled for 
2013. 

 Route 10 Bridge replacement (Winchester) is scheduled to go out to bid in August 2013. 
 
3. Upcoming Town Projects –  

 Main Street West Swanzey - Director of Public Works Lee Dunham has been thinking about Main 
Street and what came out the Charrette needs to be discussed further as it will affect planning 
for the street. The plan has to include all phases of development so that the road doesn't get 
torn up unnecessarily.   It was suggested that an advisory committee be formed to provide 
guidance as to the Main Street project.  This should include a member of the sidewalk 
committee, a Planning Board and Selectboard representative, and the Fire Chief, in addition to 
the DPW Director. 

 Safford Drive Extension – Carbonneau noted that the Economic Development Advisory 
Committee (EDAC) is very interested in getting that project completed. The former Town 
Administrator was involved in that project and since she left there has been a lag in work on the 
project but it is hoped that the project will get moving again soon. 

 Chip Sealing for North Swanzey area in the vicinity of Park and Lake Streets. 

 Minor repairs on Eaton Road and Matthews Road. 
 

4. Minutes from October 11, 2011 Public Hearing Report of the Commissioner – were provided to the 
Planning Board members by Carbonneau. 
 
5. New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) Presentation – Chair Page said the 
presentation was about the goals and objectives for NHDOT and the plan to achieve them. During the 
presentation it was noted that State bridges in need of repairs are growing in number. The State will 
take the presentation to all regional planning commissions and will eventually publish the results.  
 
6. Master Plan Update - Carbonneau passed out copies of the Master Plan executive summary and 
asked the members of the Board to give some thought to whether some sections need to be updated.  
The plan was completed in 2003. The Open Space Plan and the Ashuelot River Management Plan was 
separate because they were adopted later.  Housing and Community Development Plan was updated 
after 2003, so that Plan was not included in the Executive Summary. The 2003 plan was done by the 
Town, so the goals and objectives were clearly defined. Carbonneau suggested that the Board consider 
looking at the zoning districts and re-working the land use section so that the strip zoning along the 
major corridors is deleted.  She suggested that the Board read the Master Plan Summary and think 
about how to proceed and discuss at future meetings.   
 
7.  Other business as may be required. 
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Carbonneau reminded the Board that the terms of office for Self and Smith are up this year. Anyone 
interested in serving in any of the vacancies that are coming up needs to file at the Town Clerk's Office 
by February 1, 2013. She also reminded that Board that the Deliberative session is February 5, 2013 and 
the next meeting of the Planning Board is February 14, 2013. 
 
Motion by Lerandeau to adjourn, seconded by Fuerderer, with all in favor.  Motion passed. 
Adjournment at 6:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


