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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – May 9, 2013 
 

Note:  Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Board.  Review and approval of minutes generally 
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn 
Page.  Members present:  June Fuerderer, Don Skiba, Jane Johnson and Selectmen's Representative 
Nancy Carlson. The roll call and agenda for the meeting was read by Chair Page.  
 

Absent:  Bob Audette, Scott Self, Joe Smith, Jeff Goller, Gus Lerandeau.  
Skiba was seated for Self, and Johnson was seated for Smith. 
 
Others Present:  Town Planner Sara Carbonneau, Director of Public Works Lee Dunham, Assistant to 
Principal at Monadnock Regional School District Jan Parsons and Resident Ryan Kottke. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from April 25, 2013 were reviewed. Motion was made by Fuerderer to accept the 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Carlson, with all in favor.  Motion passed. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having the potential for regional impact. Motion made by Fuerderer that no items on the agenda could 
be reasonably construed as having the potential for regional impact. Second by Carlson, no further 
discussion, and all were in favor of the motion.  Motion passed. 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
Multi-Tenant Application – Chair Page opened the public hearing at 6:04 p.m. 
 
Ryan Kottke wishes to use a portion of the premises situated at 386 Massey Hill Road for an automotive 
repair business. The property is shown at Tax Map 3, Lot 36 situated in the Business District. The 
property is owned by Timothy Cloutier. Ryan Kottke was present to speak to his automotive business.   
Carbonneau said the Fire Department wants to get back into the building to inspect it to make sure 
there are no changes in the space. No abutters were present.  
 
Page closed the public hearing at 6:07 p.m.  
 
Fuerderer made a motion to approve use of a portion of the premises situated at 386 Massey Hill Road 
for an automotive repair business subject to review and approval by Fire Department and Code 
Enforcement, second by Skiba, no further discussion. All were in favor.  Motion passed. 
 
Multi-Tenant Application – Chair Page announced that the applicant, Talon RS, LLC which wishes to use 
the premises situated at 471 Old Homestead Highway (Tax Map 34, Lot 32 in the Business District) for a 
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financial planning business has requested a continuance as the applicant has not been able to obtain 
lease arrangements as yet. 
 
Motion by Fuerderer, second by Skiba, to continue the Multi-tenant application of Talon RS, LLC to May 
23rd, at 6:00 p.m. All were in favor. Motion passed.  
 
DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS - 

Road Safety Audit –  
Carbonneau noted that this past winter, the Road Safety Audit team met to discuss  the intersection of 
Sawyer’s Crossing Road and Route 32. The audit completed by Clough Harbour & Associates LLP 
involved the Town of Swanzey, the New Hampshire Department of Transportation, Southwest Region 
Planning Commission, and Monadnock Regional School District. Clough Harbour is asking the community 
for comments on the recommendations, among which is a recommendation for a roundabout. 
Carbonneau said one option, that of creating a “T” intersection, would not be as beneficial as a 
roundabout, according to the audit. Carbonneau also wanted the Planning Board to report any glaring 
omissions from the audit. 

 
Dunham noted that since the City of Keene to the north of Swanzey has grown westward folks living to 
the south and east of Swanzey who want to go to west Keene are using Route 32, Matthews Road and 
Ash Hill Road to get there. He noted that many of the cars are from Massachusetts. Dunham said the 
number of cars turning left onto Sawyer's Crossing Road (when headed north on Route 32) is greater 
than those continuing straight on Route 32. A lot of cars are coming into Swanzey center because of the 
presence of the schools.  

 
A brief discussion was held about the intersection of Route 12 and Route 32 in terms of sight-lines and 
the difficulty to get onto Route 12. 

 
Referring back to the RSA for Sawyer’s Crossing Road and Route 32, Carbonneau said that Bruce 
Bohannon was not included in the audit. When she consulted with him, he said the intersection is an 
access control point for emergency management and that the State of New Hampshire should be 
reminded of that. Someone would be out at the intersection directing traffic in the case of an 
emergency situation. Carbonneau said she would bring his concerns to the State.   

 
Carbonneau also discussed access management, talking to the schools to see if they might eliminate 
some of the curb cuts. The high school has three curb cuts and the elementary school has two. A 
discussion was held about directional traffic associated with the high school and the School 
Administrative Unit (SAU) building that is at the intersection. It was suggested that a gate which allowed 
only SAU employee traffic might be initiated to control traffic into and out of the parking lot.   

 
Carbonneau reported that the Town has been granted an extension until next Wednesday, May 15, 
2013 to provide feedback on the RSA. The State, the Town, and the School district have to concur on the 
plan of action. Carlson asked if there would be public hearings and it was confirmed that after the Town 
decides that it concurs with the recommendation of the report, there would be public hearings. 
Carbonneau said she was surprised that option #2 (“T” intersection) was not viable. 
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Chair Page asked if anyone had any further comments. For the record, Carbonneau asked if the Planning 
Board was in favor of the recommendations contained in the draft RSA report.  Page asked if there was a 
motion. Fuerderer made a motion to support the findings of the RSA report, seconded by Page, Skiba in 
favor, Carlson in favor and one “no” vote by Johnson. Motion passed with four in favor and one 
opposed. 
 
Route 10 Reclamation Project 
The Board considered the reclamation project for Route 10 that the State of New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation is planning. The reclamation will be from approximately 1000 feet north 
of Base Hill Road to about to the Market Basket development. The tentative advertising date for the 
project is June 2013 but work is not likely to begin until July or August of 2013. Carbonneau asked the 
Board if there were any concerns regarding historic resources or environmental issues that the project 
planners should be aware of. Page and Skiba asked about how it would impact the spring where people 
get water. Carbonneau made a note to discuss the concern about the spring with the NHDOT planners. 
Carbonneau mentioned wetlands on the west side of Route 10. It was noted that the road right-of-way 
is about 100 feet. Carbonneau said she would suggest the NHDOT planners contact Yale regarding Yale 
Forest since that is an abutter property. 

 
West Swanzey Water Company situation 
Page reported that he and Rob Hitchcock met to discuss the West Swanzey Water Company situation. 
Other members of the committee established to research the water situation, Ken Greatbatch, and 
Scott Self, were not able to attend the meeting with Hitchcock.  

 
The West Swanzey Water Company is definitely interested in divesting itself of its ownership. There is a 
need to establish what is there for infrastructure, and where funding would come from according to 
Page. He reported that there are two pumps working, one is brand new, and they are alternating. 
Capacity is 1,000,000 gallons per day for big well that is not being used today. The 300 gallon-a-minute 
pumps and 10,000 gallon pressure tank are being used today.   

 
Page reported that there are seventy-seven (77) domestic water customers and ten (10) fire customers 
using the system today, but if the Town were to follow up on the recommendations of the Plan NH 
Charrette which recommended commercial expansion of the area, more water would be needed. 

 
Page said it is a private water system and if the Browns couldn't maintain it, the New Hampshire Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) would step in. If a water system is owned by a municipality, then it doesn’t 
have to deal with the PUC. The PUC would take it over in the case of an emergency situation and try to 
sell it or get someone else to take it over. The committee has obtained copies of the last filing with the 
PUC. The committee’s next step is to establish what the value of the system is. Page said that the Town 
would want to take a close look at what it would be getting into. He suggested that the committee take 
a look into the master plan goals which includes acquiring the North Swanzey water system.  

 
Carbonneau suggested that the water committee talk to Steven Bittel for creative options for financing 
and bonding. Carlson said the committee needs to report to the Board of Selectmen before financing 
options are considered. Page mentioned that the project for the prison in Keene is a good example of 
the money spent on bringing in water to support significant demand.  
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Motion by Johnson to adjourn, seconded by Skiba, with all in favor.  Motion passed.  
 

Adjournment at 6: 56 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


