
 
Town of Swanzey Planning Board       Minutes 
May 23, 2013 
Page 1 of 4 
 

 

 
 

Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – May 23, 2013 
 

Note:  Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Board.  Review and approval of minutes 
generally takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn 
Page.  Members present:  June Fuerderer, Don Skiba, Scott Self, Joe Smith, Jeff Goller, Jane Johnson 
and Selectmen's Representative Nancy Carlson. The roll call and agenda for the meeting was read by 
Chair Page.  Skiba was seated for Lerandeau. 
 

Absent:  Bob Audette, Gus Lerandeau 
 
Others Present:  Town Planner Sara Carbonneau, John P. Magyar and Benjamin Mowatt 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from May 9, 2013 were reviewed. Motion was made by Fuerderer to accept the 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Carlson, with abstentions from Smith, Goller and Self. The four 
non-abstaining members were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having the potential for regional impact. Motion made by Fuerderer that no items on the agenda could 
be reasonably construed as having the potential for regional impact. Second by Smith, no further 
discussion, and all were in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
  
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
Multi-Tenant Application  
Talon RS, LLC wishes to use the premises situated at 471 Old Homestead Highway for a financial 
planning business.  The property is shown at Tax Map 34, Lot 32 situated in the Business District.  The 
property is owned by the City of Keene. The application was withdrawn at the request of the applicant.  
 
Multi-Tenant Application  
John P. Magyar wishes to use a portion of the premises situated at 135 Old Homestead Highway for a 
barbershop. The property is shown at Tax Map 37, Lot 2 situated in the Business District. The property is 
owned by George A. Trahan.   
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:05 p.m.  
 
It was noted that Superintendent Sly Karasinski of the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct wrote of his 
concerns regarding barbershops requiring a backflow preventer and such are considered low hazard 
requiring at least a Testable Double Check Valve Assembly (DCVA) and annual testing. In addition 
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Karasinski’s note stated that if the water is connected to any device using chemicals, it shall be 
considered a high hazard and would require a Reduced Pressure Principle Backflow Preventer (RPZ) and 
at least semi-annual testing. Self pointed to the comments from Karasinski and asked Magyar about 
them at which point Magyar said he already had a backflow preventer installed. Self said the Board 
could have a copy of the installation for the record, but Magyar should provide one to Karasinski and 
Magyar agreed to do so. While no abutters were present Carbonneau noted that she had received one 
letter in favor of the barbershop.  
 
Magyar explained the name of his proposed shop, "Faded Times". He said it evokes a by-gone era. The 
skills and shears he uses are old-school. He said that he will have a lot of vintage items in the shop and 
appeal to older folks, but that his services are also very contemporary and will appeal to younger 
generations. Magyar mentioned that he will do “hair tattoos” at which time Carbonneau asked what 
sort of tattoos he was referring to and Magyar explained that the word was being used related to hair 
sculpting and not skin tattooing.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:10 p.m. 
 
Motion to approve the use of a portion of property situated at 135 Old Homestead Highway for a 
barbershop by Smith, second by Fuerderer, and no further discussion.  All were in favor.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:11 p.m. 
 
Free-Standing Sign Application 
John P. Magyar applied to install a free-standing sign on the existing sign board on property situated at 
135 Old Homestead Highway, Tax Map 37, Lot 2 situated in the Business Zoning District. Magyar 
explained that his sign will be at the very top sign of the existing signboard. No further discussion. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:13 p.m. 
 
Goller made a motion to approve the installation of a free-standing sign on the existing sign board on 
property situated at 135 Old Homestead Highway, Tax Map 37, Lot 2 in the Business Zoning District, and 
second was made by Skiba, with all in favor.  Motion passed.   
 
New Tenant Application 
David Smith wishes to use the building situated at 625 West Swanzey Road for used furniture sales 
business.  The property is shown at Tax Map 73, Lot 28 situated in the Business District. The property is 
owned by G.B. Investment Holdings, Inc.  (Continuance requested to June 27, 2013, as the applicant 
needs a variance.) 
 
Motion by Smith to continue the application review for David Smith who wishes to use the building 
situated at 625 West Swanzey Road for a used furniture sales business to June 27, 2013 per the 
applicant’s request. There was a second by Fuerderer, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Multi-Tenant Application 
Benjamin Mowatt wishes to use a portion of the premises situated at 140 Monadnock Highway for a 
financial services business. The property is shown at Tax Map 18, Lot 69 situated in the Business District. 
The property is owned by Kenneth Bergeron. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Benjamin Mowatt was present to answer questions from the Board. He stated that his business will be 
on the second floor of the building. He said the business serves as a processing office. Skiba asked what 
kind of processing and Mowatt responded that they process loan applications from retail stores. The 
work is all electronic and consists of email and faxing. Page asked if there would be any physical changes 
to the space. Mowatt said he was taking down some of the partition walls. Self asked about days of 
operation. Mowatt responded his business would operate from Tuesday to Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Mowatt said there are no walk-ins for the business. There were no abutters present. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Motion to approve a portion of the premise situated at 140 Monadnock Highway for a financial services 
business by Self, second by Skiba. All were in favor.  Motion passed. 
 
DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS - 
 
Change of Meeting Date 
Carbonneau requested the scheduled August 22, 2013 meeting be moved ahead to August 15, 2013. 
Motion by Goller, second by Smith, no further discussion, all were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Draft - Master Plan Update Utility Section.   
Carbonneau submitted a Draft of the Utility Section of the Master Plan to the members. She said the 
committee needs to review the draft and make changes as necessary for the purpose of updating the 
Master Plan. She referred to the idea of Town ownership and control of various utilities. Carbonneau 
said that this idea has come up at various Town committee meetings. Carbonneau suggested that the 
members have discussions with other residents of the Town to learn the way the Town should proceed. 
She said the more feedback the committee receives, the better it will be for updating this section of the 
Master Plan. Carbonneau recommended that the members of the committee take two weeks to look at 
the draft and bring back comments to the next meeting. She will send out to committee members 
Emergency Management Manager Bruce Bohannon's notes when she gets them. 
 
West Swanzey Water Company Update 
Page reported that the Brown family is in favor of divesting themselves from the West Swanzey Water 
Company. He also reported that they are discussing the value of the property with their accountant. In 
reference to the work being considered for West Swanzey and Whitcomb Hall, he said that he didn't 
know how the Town can go forward without (control of the)water. The water company has 
seventy-seven (77) residential customers and ten (10) fire customers. Page said Whitcomb Hall will need 
sprinklers if it will be open to the public.   
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A committee is looking into what would have to be done in order to make it a viable utility for the Town.  
Page said one of the items they are looking at is liability. Skiba mentioned the potential liability in 
acquiring the property. Carbonneau said that the infrastructure is going to be needed to draw industry.  
Skiba said he brought up the liability only to balance out the asset value on the other side when 
negotiating a deal with the Brown family. Page reported that Rob Hitchcock volunteered to be on the 
water committee. As of this moment any further action by the committee is on hold until the committee 
hears back from the Brown family. 
 
Economic Development Advisory Committee update 
Carbonneau mentioned that the Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) is creating a 
baseline map of the TIF district. It is a great resource for promoting the industrial park. They are also 
considering using the services of Stuart Arnett, who was involved in the Plan NH Charrette held in 
November of 2012.  
 
Road Building Projects update 
Carbonneau then went on to discuss the Safford Drive Extension which has been in the planning stages 
for some time. She said she was hoping that the Safford Extension would be completed out to Route 12 
this year, but now it won't take place until early next year. Page added some information saying that 
work is being done to determine required road cuts. He further informed the committee that Clearwater 
Pool & Spa of Keene is settled with the road cut and has learned that their parking lot is mostly on the 
State of New Hampshire right-of-way. The business is going to have to shift the above ground pool 
display to make room for parking with traffic to enter from Route 12 and exit through Safford Drive.   
Carbonneau said she is hopeful that bids can go out later this year with major work starting in the spring 
of 2014.  
 
Goller asked about the Route 12 roundabout and its schedule to be built. Carbonneau said it is 
scheduled for 2014, probably later in the season. This year the State is going to do reclamation of Route 
10 from Base Hill Road to approximately the Market Basket area and also create a turn lane from Cobble 
Hill Rd. to California Street. 
 
Motion by Skiba to adjourn, seconded by Smith, with all in favor.  Motion passed.  
 

Adjournment at 6: 30 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


