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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – July 25, 2013 
 

Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes 
generally takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn 
Page.  Members present:  Joe Smith, Scott Self, June Fuerderer, Alternate Don Skiba, and Alternate Jane 
Johnson. The roll call and agenda for the meeting was read by Chair Page.  Alternate Skiba was seated 
for Goller, and Alternate Johnson was seated for Lerandeau. 
 

Absent:  Gus Lerandeau, Selectmen’s Representative Nancy Carlson, Jeff Goller 
 
Others Present:  Town Planner Sara Carbonneau, Richard Duquette, Timothy Sampson, Business 
Administrator for Monadnock Regional School District Jane Fortson, Pat Bauries and Gerald Bell. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from July 11, 2013 were reviewed. Motion was made by Fuerderer to accept the 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Smith. Self abstained. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having the potential for regional impact. Motion made by Fuerderer that no items on the agenda could 
be reasonably construed as having the potential for regional impact. Second by Smith, no further 
discussion, and all were in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
 

A.  PUBLIC HEARINGS  
Public Hearing opened at 6:01 p.m. 
 

1. Site Plan Review Application - Richard Duquette wishes to construct a 3,200 s.f. addition to the 
existing structure situated at 38 Swanzey Factory Road for warehouse and office space.  The 
property is shown at Tax Map 18, Lot 280 situated in the Residence Zoning District. 
 
Timothy Sampson handed out to the members of the Board a business narrative for the 
business to be housed at the site.  Begun in 1965 as J.A. Jubb, the business has operated in a 
primarily residential district in Keene, New Hampshire for nearly fifty years. J.A. Jubb does 
primarily window replacements, vinyl siding installation, and insulation and energy conservation 
work. The narrative went on to describe the level of activity at the work site. 
 
Sampson told the Board that Duquette has received Swanzey Zoning Board of Adjustment 
approval, and then went on to review the plan for the business site and the elevations of the 
business. 
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Chair Page noted that there were no abutters present.  Smith asked if there were any offers to 
purchase the greenhouse. Duquette said that the greenhouse is old.  Fuerderer asked about the 
size of the greenhouse. Duquette said it is approximately 32 feet x 100 feet but he said that he 
didn’t think it was useable as is.   
 
Carbonneau noted that Duquette has received construction approval for the septic system.  She 
also noted that since Swanzey Factory Rd. is a State of New Hampshire road, the applicant will 
need a driveway permit from both the State and the Town.   
 
Sampson pointed out that the building has been pushed much further back from the road in the 
plan and is therefore providing less visual impact.   Johnson asked how many trees will be cut. 
Duquette said there is brush to be removed and there will be two cherry trees that will have to 
come down to make enough space for the parking lot. A maximum of four trees will be 
removed.  
 
The applicant also said he is aware of the need for a backflow preventer.  A brief discussion was 
held regarding the curb cut which will be a bit further from the existing curb cut.  Parking lot will 
be paved.  Duquette said he has already spoken to the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation (DOT) about their requirements. Self asked about lighting.  Sampson pointed to 
the site plan noting lights at door access points. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:12 p.m. 
 
Motion by Skiba to approve the construction of a 3,200 square foot addition to the existing 
structure situated at 38 Swanzey Factory Road for warehouse and office space, property shown 
at Tax Map 18, Lot 280 situated in the Residence Zoning District, subject to approval by the State 
of New Hampshire DOT regarding the curb cut, second by Joe Smith, all were in favor.  Motion 
passed. 

 
B.  DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS - 
 

1. RSA 674:54 Request submitted by Monadnock Regional School District.  MRSD seeks to 
utilize the property located at 537 Old Homestead Highway (Map 34, Lot 29) for an 
"alternative pathways school."  The Board needs to determine if a public hearing will be 
required. 
 
Jane Fortson, Business Administrator for Monadnock Regional School District presented the 
request.  She said that between 16 – 24 students will be attending the school but only 8-12 
will be on site at any one time. The students would be getting core instruction in the 
morning and then going to job site in the afternoon and vice versa for the afternoon 
students. 
 
The students will be dropped off at the Alternative School by school bus or a School van will 
be utilized to transport students from the main high school which is a short distance away.  
No big alterations are planned.  The building is being rented. The MRSD has discussed with 
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Fire Chief Norm Skantze fire safety concerns and he will be addressing any concerns he 
might have.  Skiba asked about the septic system and whether it would be sufficient for the 
change in use.  Fortson said no showers will be used on the site.  Skiba then asked about 
whether the students will be taking lunch at the site. Fortson responded that the students 
will be using the kitchen. Both teachers on site will be able to see the classes.   
 
Self asked why the need for a separate building from the high school.  Fortson explained 
that these students don’t learn well in a lecture environment and need a more hands on 
approach and learning a trade, an alternative learning environment than what is provided at 
the high school.  Fortson went on to say that the proximity to the large high school works 
well; the director will be helping with curriculum development. All the students will be 
attending during regular high school hours.  
 
Smith asked about what determines if there is a need for a public hearing.  Chair Page said 
all that is needed is a vote of the Planning Board.   Carbonneau pointed out the New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation (DOT) will want to review the driveway location 
and may require a permit since there will be a change of use.  She also said that the school 
proximity flashing light might need to move since it does not encompass the new school 
site.   
 
Since the building will not change and there are no traffic issues at the site, Self made a 
motion that there is no need for a Planning Board public hearing for the MRSD to utilize a 
property located at 537 Old Homestead Highway (Map 34, Lot 29) for an "alternative 
pathways school."  The motion was seconded by Smith.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Carbonneau noted that the Board of Selectmen has received notice and they can always decide on 
requiring a public hearing. 
 
 

2. Fast Friends Proposed Dog Park 
Carbonneau raised the issue of the proposed dog park by Fast Friends.  There has been 
mention of the proposed dog park in the local newspaper, the Keene Sentinel. Brickstone 
(land use consulting firm) is now representing Fast Friends and they know they must have a 
public hearing.  Carbonneau showed the site plan for the dog park as part of the Fast Friends 
site.   Carbonneau reported that Dave Bergeron from Brickstone, on behalf of Fast Friends, 
has requested review occur in one meeting at public hearing on August 15, 2013. 
 
Chair Page said this is a modification of the site plan and the Planning Board will need to 
know how many people will be using the park and how this will impact on parking.  During 
the day, the parking lot is pretty much full.  Page said that he thinks that it could be done on 
one public hearing so long as abutters are notified.  Abutters had some concerns in the past 
which was resolved by Fast Friends planting trees along the property line. Now Fast Friends 
will be moving the dogs closer to the property line. It was agreed to have a single public 
hearing so long as Carbonneau can get legal notices published as appropriate for the August 
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15, 2013 meeting.  Carbonneau said she expected to have the application in hand 
tomorrow, July 26, 2013.  
 
Self moved to agree to have Fast Friends come to the August 15, 2013 Planning Board 
meeting with a site plan modification to be reviewed at a single public hearing on that date, 
second by Johnson, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
3. Citizen Complaint 

Richard Winter joined the meeting at 6:30 p.m. to complain about sand coming down the 
hill at Mountain View cemetery in town and covering graves.  He was referred to Director of 
Public Works Lee Dunham. 

 
Motion to adjourn by Skiba, seconded by Smith, with all in favor.  Motion passed.  
 

Adjournment at 6:32 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


