Swanzey Conservation Commission
MEETING MINUTES
June 6, 2011

Members present: Bob Goodrich, Gary Coburn, Deb Crowder, Steve Stepenuck, Michael Day, Mike
Morrison, Theresa DiLuzio

Absent/Excused: Jane Johnson

Guests: Steve Bedaw from SUR Construction

Meeting place: South Branch Group gravel excavation pit, pond area, off South Rd in East Swanzey
Tax Map 24, Lot 58

4 pm site walk

Business:

Members met at the gravel pit area with Steve Bedaw. Reason for the site walk was to ask Mr.
Bedaw questions concerning the renewal of the NH Site Specific excavation permit (WPP33861A).
The parcel, owned by the South Branch Group, is 26 acres total—including a 7 acre building lot with
road frontage, and the remaining 19 acres includes the 8 acre pond. The original excavation permit
allowed a 10 acre maximum excavation area, and it is currently 93% reclaimed. The renewed Site
Specific permit, granted this spring, allows for an estimated additional 15,000 cubic yards of gravel to
be removed. According to the provided report by Mr. Bedaw, a total of 105,286 cubic yards of gravel
has been removed to date, since 1996. The recently renewed permit will require a new progress
report on January, 2016. The pit will be closed when maximum allowed acres have been mined.

Mr. Bedaw showed the SCC the areas where the additional gravel removal will occur, and discussed
reclamation plans after the pit is closed. Members asked questions about restoring loam cover and
establishing vegetation promptly after closure to stabilize soils. It appears that natural vegetative
cover has established itself along the banks of the pond, the berm, and in areas not disturbed
recently.

Some members expressed concern about the possibility of Japanese Knotweed becoming established
in the disturbed soils areas, but there were no apparent colonies of knotweed visible.

A female merganser duck was seen swimming in the pond during the visit.

Deb Crowder expressed concerns about the pond breaching the berm, if and overflow and possibly
sediments could reach the nearby South Branch river...Mr. Bedaw stated that there is no berm
breach were pond flood waters could reach the river (the river can overflow the berm into that area
during high water events, however).

The objective of the site walk/meeting was for all members to see the area and to have the
opportunity to ask Mr. Bedaw questions. That objective was satisfactorily met.

Other Business:
Plans were made to meet at the Mt. Cresson parking area/trailhead to finish clearing final sections of
the trail and to mark the trail with paint blazes. Date set: Tuesday, June 28,9 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Deb Crowder



