Conservation Commission

Minutes 07/11/2011 Meeting

Present: Michael Day (chairman), Mike Morrison, Bob Goodrich, Deb Crowder, Gary Coburn and
Theresa DilLuzio

Mill K/Ash Swamp Brook:Property was cut last summer by Mike Johnson without the knowledge of the
CC. ltis unclear who granted permission for this cutting. Pine trees and most of student Ben Crawford’s
plantings were not cut. Members would like to consult with Steve Roberge, County Ext. Service along
with Amanda Costello & Wendy Ward of the Cheshire County Conservation District to develop a
management plan for the property.DiLuzio will contact these individuals. A site walk may be scheduled.
Attempts will be made to stop Japanese knotweed from growing at the site.

Ashuelot River Water Quality:Stepenuck and Morrison conducted e-coli checks at 5 points along the
South Branch between Rt. 32 and Carlton Rd. Further testing in the upcoming month is warranted to
attempt to pinpoint the source of potential contamination. A motion was made by Stepenuck to
allocate $200 for testing expenses. 2" by Morrison — motion passed. Deb received a copy of the CD
“Connecticut River Floodplain Portfolio 2010” by Christian Marks of the TNC for our files.

Mt Cresson Trail: The lower half of the Loop Trail was cleared and the trailblazed on the work day held
June 28", A large downed tree needs to be removed on the original trail. A trail map will be made of
the area. It was agreed to install directional signs along the trail and a trail map box in the parking lot. A
work day will be scheduled to remove the tree and walk the trail with a GPS soStepenuck can create the
trail map. Crowder will take care of signs.

Dumping: Members discussed the dumping of computers near the trail head to Hewes Hill on Rabbit
Hollow Rd. Computers have since been removed by Jeanne Thieme and friends. As a result of this
discussion, Day will talk with Town Administrator, Beth Fox to learn the procedure to try and establish a
“no littering” ordinance so signs can be placed on town roads reminding people to keep Swanzey free of
litter.

Hot Mix Asphalt Plant: Mitchell Sand & Gravel received a temporary 18 month permit to operate their
batch plant in Winchester near the Swanzey town line. Deb discussed the concerns of the Westport
residents with DES. DES could not deny giving Mitchell a permit as they are in compliance with EPA
guidelines. The temporary permit, however, will mean more monitoring and testing of the plant and
Mitchell must reapply within 90 days of the 01/31/2013 permit expiration date to continue operating.
Mitchell is appealing the temporary permit. A motion was made by Crowder to submit an objection of
the appeal letter to DES as close monitoring is crucial to detecting potential health hazard emissions
from the plant. 2" by Goodrich — motion passed. Crowder will draft letter for approval by members.

Other: Day shared with members material on the upcoming training for NH Coverts Project Volunteer
Program scheduled for Sept. at the Harris Center.

May & June minutes will be reviewed.

Prepared by Theresa DilL.uzio






