The Swanzey Conservation Commission met October 3, 2011, at
4 p.m. in Swanzey Town Hall. Present were: Robert
Goodrich, Deb Crowder, Stephen Stepenuck, Gary Ccburn, and
Jane Johnson. The meeting opened at 4:08 p.m. with Robert
Goodrich presiding. Michael Day, chairperson was detained
and came later.

The first item to be addressed was the Mitchell Sand and
Gravel Hot Mix Asphalt Plant near the Westport-Winchester
boundary. Guests Mary E.D. Ryan, Ernie Snow and Mike
Towne, representing the Ashuelot River Anti-Asphalt
Campaign, were present to update the committee on the
progress of the project and to appeal to the committee for
financial assistance of $3000 enabling them to retain an
atterney.

The Swanzey Conservation Commission holds as one of its
goals the protection and preservation of our town's natural
resources. After hearing the comments of the qguests

and reading the letter that Ms. Ryan presented, {see letter
attached) the Commission agreed unanimously that financial
assistance would be appropriate, as the asphalt project
does have a regional impact on our community in a negative
way. The citizens in the area near the work

are experiencing noise and air pollution, smelling noxious
fumes and have noticed changes in the habits of local
wildlife. The sand and gravel company is blasting near a
large aquifer and the Ashuelot River. Blasting could cause
pollutants to seep into these waters. After speaking to
Beth Fox, Town Administrator, Deb Crowder made a motion to
take the matter before the Board of Selectmen to ascertain
the legality of our assistance and to approve the
appropriation of $3000, contingent upcn the Board of
Selectmen's decision. {see motion attached) Bob Goodrich
seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous in favor.
The next item discussed was GPS and Map/Brochure, prociject
led by Theresa DiLuzio. After discussing the maps the
group decided they would revisit the trail to insure
accuracy of the maps and markings. They set a tentative
date of Monday, Oct. 10, 2011 to do this work.

The Ashuelot River Water quality and River Clean-up,
scheduled for Oct. 1 had been postponed to October 8th due
to the very high water levels. The results of the cleanup
will be discussed at the November meeting.

Deborah Crowder displayed the signs for the Mt. Cresson
Conservation Area. The cost of the signs was $230. Deb
Crowder will treat them with linseed oil and a work date
for installation and trail work will be determined.

There were the following applications:






a. Demculas Supermarkets: Modify Site Plans

(1) Deleting 13,339 sqg.ft. building and adding two
buildings (6,000 sqg.ft. for retail, 3000 sg.ft. for a bank)
and 5,781 sg.ft. to existing building for storage.

(2) Department Head review due October 5, 2011

(3) Planning Board meeting October 27
The commission members discussed this and expressed no
objections.

5. Other Business included an announcement by D. Crowder
of a Honey Hill Hike scheduled for October 15, 2011. There
was discussion related to wetland filling at Ground Up on
Rt. 12 and at Bergevin's shop on the Base Hill Rd. Steve
Stepenuck moved that we compose letters to the DES again
regarding these problem spots.

Jane Johnson moved we adjourn, seconded by Gary Coburn.
The meeting adjourned at 5:38 p.m.

The next meeting will be November 7, 2011, at the Town
Hall.
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/ Jane B. Johnsor;, clerk
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Our motion is driven by the Swanzey Conservation Commission’s duty to
protect the natural resources of the town, and by our concerns about the
environmental impacts occurring in the Westport Village area of Swanzey.
Therefore, the Swanzey Conservation Commission votes to approve the
request from the Ashuelot Anti-Asphalt Campaign representatives for an
appropriation of $3,000 from the Swanzey Conservation Commission
account.

We submit our request for the dispensation of our funds as a donation to
support the ARAAC’s efforts to protect the environment in their area of
Swanzey, based on the condition that this appropriation is an allowable use
of town funds from the SCC account, in the view of the Swanzey Board of
Selectmen.

Vote by the SCC, October 3, 2011: All in Favor.
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