Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire
Conservation Commission Meeting
Meeting Minutes — October 7, 2013

Mote: Minutes gre subject to review, correction, and approval by the Cormmission. Review, correction, and approval of
minutes generally ococur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission

CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Robert
Goodrich, shorthly aftar 4 p.m. Other Commission Members Present: Gary Coburn, Jane B. Johnson,
Michael Morrison, and Stephen Stepenuck.

ABSENT
Deb Crowder, Richard Dell’'Urba

1. Keene Airnort Runway upgrade project.

Guest: Grege Cohen, senior environmental analyst, Stantec Consulting, Scarborough, ME

Cohen explained that runway 220 [the main N-S runway] will be dug out, repaved,
and brought up to FAA specifications relative to Runway Safety Areas [RS5As] which are
required open, fiat, and unobstructed areas to each side of the existing runway. The project
will extend a 72-inch culvert, affecting approximately 80 ft of stream bank, and impact ca.
5500 ft* of wetlands. Since the impact will be on the South Branch, DES is “hoiding them to
a Tier IIF permit.” Mitigation is required. They would like to see a stream restoration project
in Swanzey to meet that obiigation. The aiternative wouid be that they contribute
approximately $79000 to the NH ARM fund [which funding might then well not go to any
project in Swanzeyl.

The Conservation Commission’s [CC’s] plan to control erosion from the Cresson
Bridge parking iot and river access area was again described to him, mentioning that we
had had public access and NH Fish and Game personnel, plus an engineser who specializes
in environment-reiated projects here in Aprii to view the site. Stepenuck reiated how that
engineer had recommended construction of a rain garden to collect and hold storm water
that has been running across that iot for years, and that the CC has sought heip from
various recommended people, pius the Swanzey DPW, to try to bring the proposal to fruition
to stop the siitation of the river.

Earlier that day, Mr. Cohen had been brought to that site, and to the West Swanzey
AA site as possibie iocations for constructive use of the mitigation money. He was very
interested in the Cresson Bridge site, and tocok notes and several pictures.

He said that he wouid propose such a project to his company, and if approved, to the
NH-DES.

2. Minutes of September 9, 2013
The minutes of the September meeting were approved as corrected.

3. Old husiness.
a. Mi. Caesar iogaing proiect stopped.
3. Old business, contd:
a.

iMt. Caesar iogaing, contd
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Word had been received that the loggers had clear cut the old landing area that Jeff Taylor
had said was the most vaiuable habitat that we had yet shown him, and shouid be careiully
treated to preserve its “textbook early successional” character. Chair Goodrich went to the
site, but was toid that a member of the Open Space Committee had complained about the
activity in that area, and that the project had been halted. [Later the Commission was told
that the iogging company said that the cessation was due not to any compiaint, but to wet
conditions.]

b. Board of seiectmen meeting with Conservation Commission, reiative to
distribution of $4500 to support the Monadnock Conservancy’s proposal to conserve
land in the “California Brook forest area.”

That meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013

c. Cresson bridge rain garden project

Stepenuck reported on a meeting he had had with Shane O’Keefe relative to whose
authority was needed in order to hire someone to design andior construct that project.
O'Keefe said that if funding were to come from the Conservation Fund, no separate
authorization or bidding was necessary, since management or disbursement of that fund
was ait the discretion of the CC. - Expenditures from the Land Acquisition Fund are the ones
that require approvai of the BOS, two pubiic hearings, etc.

d. Membership on the Conservation Commission

Questions arose reiative to who was a reguiar member and who an aiternate, and the
correct termis)] of office for each member, since that information seemed frequently to be in
doubt among the members. No one present had seen any openings advertised, though all
wanied there to be a full cornglement of members and alternates. Several names were
suggested as possibie new members. Concemn aiso arose reiative to the appointment of
Deb Crowder to a full voting membership without the knowledge of the CC, and since she
was physicaily unable to hold that position.

it was decided to bring up these topics at the meeting of the CC with the

e. Membership on the Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee
Stepenuck needs to send an officiai resignation ietter to the BOS.

4. New business

b. BE& was mvn!ved w:th a progect on Rte 12 [Gunseth]

c. An application for a septic sysiem was submitted for 18 Ridge Rd.

d. Has anyone contacted the NH Association of Conservation Commissions relative
to our current membership?

e. Cobumn reported that there is logging going on near 830 Old Homestead Highway.
Coburmn will check at the tax coilector’s office re whether a permit has been issued.

5. Adiournment occurred by consensus at approximateiy 6 p.m.

' secretary pro fempore, post factum.

Respeciiully submitted,

Stephen J. Stepenuci
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